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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of physical theories on religious
beliefs in the Western scientific community, and the various doctrinal
trends that resulted: atheism, agnosticism, and natural theology. These
movements relied on the findings of the natural sciences to substantiate
their positions: atheism employed science to deny anything beyond
matter; agnosticism invoked the limits of scientific explanation as a
pretext for doubt and hesitation, while natural theology sought to
reconcile science with biblical texts. The study evaluates these trends
from the perspective of Islamic theology, employing analytical, critical,
and comparative approaches to uncover their philosophical and
intellectual foundations and the degree of their consistency or
contradiction. The study concludes that, despite their reliance on
advanced scientific insights, these trends suffer from fundamental
shortcomings and contradictions. In contrast, Islamic theology offers a
more comprehensive vision, grounded in authentic rational and natural
principles, such as the principle of occurrence, change, and continuous
creation; the relativity and interpenetration of time and space; the theory
of individual essence; and the concepts of possibility and probability.
This highlights its potential as a critical framework for evaluating and
discussing the doctrinal positions of Western scholars.

The study recommends reactivation of the approach of Islamic
theology to be a cognitive critical framework through employing its
natural principles, and it also recommends the necessity to link
experimental research with philosophical theological research in a sober
scientific discourse.

Keywords: Theology, Belief, Atheism, Agnosticism, Natural sciences.
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37. Ball< w. w. Rouse< AN ESSAY ON NEWTONS PRINCIPIA< LONDON
MACMILLN AND CO« 1893

38. Davies« Paul< The Mind of God« productions by Orion< Americas< New
York« 1992

39. Encyclopedia Britannica«< eleventh edition< New York< Encyclopedia
Britannica« Inc. 342 Madison Avenue

40. Lennox« John«God Undertaker < a Lion Book < Oxford« England« 2008

47.Paley« William« Natural Theology« Published by the American Tract
Society« New York
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Romanization of references

1. Ibn manzar, Muhammad ibn Mukarram (t 711h), Lisan al-‘Arab, Bulag
edition, Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1300 AH.

2. Ibn Farak, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, maqalat al-Shaykh Abi al-Hasan al-
Ash‘ari, edited by Ahmad al-Sayih, Maktabat al-Thagafa al-Diniyya, 1st
edition, 2005.

3. Aghrws wstanyw, Robert wa-Jirj, al-‘Ilm min mnzwrh al-jadid, translated
by Kamal Khalaili, Alam al-Ma'rifa Series, Kuwait, No. 134, 1989

4. Al-Amidi, Sayf alddyn ‘Alf ibn Abii ‘Alf (t 631), al-mubin fi sharh alfaz
al-hukama’ wa-al-mutakallimin, edited by Hasan al-Shafi'i, Maktabat Wahba,
Egypt, 2nd edition, 1993.

5. Aynishtayin, Albirt, al-nisbiyah al-nazariyah al-khassah wa-al-‘ammah,
translated by Ramsis Shahata, Maktabat al-Usra, Egypt, 2000.

6. Al-Baqillani, al-Qadi Muhammad ibn al-Tayyib (t403 H), tamhid al-
Awa’il wa-talkhis al-Dala’il, edited by Imad al-Din Ahmad Haydar, Mu'assasat
al-Kutub al-Thagafiyya, Beirut, 1st edition, 1987.

7. Al-Baydawi, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar (t685 H), Tawali‘ al-anwar, edited by
Abbas Sulayman, Al-Azhar Library for Heritage, 1st edition, 1991.

8. Al-Taftazani, Sa‘d alddyn Mas‘ad ibn ‘Umar (t 792 H), sharh al-‘aga’id
al-Nasafiyah, edited by Ahmad Hijazi al-Saqga, Al-Kulliyyat al-Azhariyya,
Cairo, 1st edition, 1987.

9. Al-Tahanawi, Muhammad ‘Al (t1191h), Kashshaf Istilahat al-Funin,
edited by "Ali Dahruj, Maktabat Nashirun, Lebanon.

10. Al-Jurjani, ‘Al ibn Muhammad (t 816 Hijri), alt‘ryfat, edited by Ibrahim
al-Abyari, Dar al-Rayyan li-I-Turath.

11. Al-Juwayni, ‘Abd al-Malik (t 478h), al-shamil fT usil al-Din, edited by
"Ali al-Nashar, Munsha’at al-Maarif al-Misriyya.

12. Al-Juwayni, Aba al-Ma‘ali ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Abd Allah (t 478 H), al-
Irshad ila qawati® al-adillah, edited by Muhammad Yusuf Musa and Ali Abd al-
Mun'im Abd al-Hamid, Al-Khanji Library, Egypt, 1950.

13. Jrybyn, Jin, Tarikh al-‘Ilm, translated by Shawgqi Jalal, National Council
for Culture, Kuwait, 2012.

14. Jrybyn, Jun, al-Bahth ‘an Qittah shrwdnjr, translated by Fathallah al-
Sheikh and Ahmad al-Samahi, Kalimat Publishing, Abu Dhabi, 2nd edition,
2010.

15. Jryn, brayan, al-kawn al-Aniq, translated by Fathallah al-Sheikh, Arab
Organization for Publishing, Beirut, 1st edition, 2005.

16. James, Wilyam, iradat al-i‘tigad, translated by Mahmoud Haballah, Dar
lhya' al-Kutub al-Arabiyya, Egypt, 1946.

17. Al-Khali, Yumna, al-Zaman fi al-falsafah wa-al-‘ilm, Hindawi
Foundation, United Kingdom, 2014.

18. Al-Khili, Yumna, al-Tabi‘iyat fi ‘ilm al-kalam, Hindawi Foundation,
United Kingdom, 2012.
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19. Dayswn, fryman, al-‘adlam mtmrda, translated by Muhammad Ali
Ahmad, Egyptian-Lebanese House, Cairo, 1st edition, 2009.

20. Al-Razi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar (t 606 H), al-mabahith al-mashrigiyah.

21. Al-Razi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar (t606h), al-arba‘in fT usiil al-Din, edited
by Ahmad Hijazi al-Saqga, Al-Azhar Colleges Library, Cairo, 1986.

22. Rasil, Bertrand, alddyn wa-al-‘ilm, translated by Ramsis Awad, Dar al-
Hilal.

23. Rwznbrj, alyks, Falsafat al-‘Tlm mugaddimah mu‘asirah, translated by
Ahmed Al-Samahi and Fathallah Al-Sheikh, National Center for Translation,
Cairo, 1st edition, 2011.

24. Sharmr, Maykil, al-dimagh al-mu‘taqad, translated by Rabab Khaja and
Samer Hamid, Sotor Library, Baghdad, 1st edition, 2021.

25. Al-Shahrastani, ‘Abd al-Karim (t 548h), nihayat al-igdam, edited by
Alfred Guillaume, Library of Religious Culture, Cairo, 1st edition, 2009.

26. Al-Ta’1i, Muhammad Basil, Daqiq al-kalam al-ru’yah al-Islamiyah li-
falsafat al-tabi‘ah, Modern Book World, Jordan, 2nd edition, 2010.

27. Al-‘Amiri, Sami, al-ilhad fi muwajahat nafsih, Rawasekh Publishing,
Kuwait, 2021.

28. al-Ghazali, Muhammad ibn Muhammad (t505h), al-iqtisad fi al-i‘tiqad,
edited by Anas Al-Sharafawi, Dar Al-Minhaj.

29. Al-Qadi, ‘Abd aljbarbn Ahmad, sharh al-ustl al-khamsah (Explanation
of the Five Principles), edited by Abd al-Karim Uthman, Wahba Library, Cairo,
1996.

30. Al-Qadi, ‘Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad (t 415h), al-Mughni fi abwab al-
tawhid wa-al-‘adl (The Sufficient Guide to the Chapters of Monotheism and
Justice), edited by lbrahim Madkour, Egyptian House for Authorship and
Translation.

31. Al-Kindi, Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq (t256 Hijri), Rasa’il al-KindT al-falsafiyah,
Risalat al-Ibanah ‘an tabi‘at al-falak, edited by Muhammad Abd al-Hadi Abu
Rida, Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi, Al-I'timad Press, Egypt, 1950.

32. Al-‘Ajam, Rafiq, Mawsi‘at mustalahat al-Imam al-Ghazali, Lebanon
Publishers Library, Lebanon.

33. Mthz wa hyn wyfr, Luyid wjyfrswn, gissat al-fiziya’, translated by Taher
Tarbadar and Wael Al-Atassi, Dar Talas Publishing, 2nd edition, 1999.

34. Mttlb, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Latif, al-falsafah wa-al-fiziya’, Ministry of
Culture and Information, Irag, 1985.

35. Hayznbrgh, fyrnr, al-fiziya’ wa-al-falsafah, translated by Ahmed
Mustajir, Academic Library.

36. Hwkynj, Stephen, Tarikh Mujaz lil-zaman, translated by Adham Al-
Samman, Dar Talas Publishing, Damascus, 4th edition, 2008.
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