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The City of Isfahan: A Description and Explanation from the Book
""History of Isfahan' by Abu Na'eem Ahmad bin Abdullah bin Ahmad al-
Isfahani (d. 430 AH)

Mohammed al-Sunni bin Ya'qub bin Musa al-Madani al-Aqaili
PhD Student, Department of Sunnah and Its Sciences, College of
Education, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia
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Abstract:

The topic of this study is the descriptive passage included by Hafiz al-
Zaman Abu Na'eem, buried in Isfahan, in the introduction to his book
"Al-Tarikh." In it, he explains and elaborates on some of the landmarks
of the city of Isfahan during his time and in previous eras.

The aim of this study is to examine and verify this elegant,
biographical description in accordance with the established methodology
of scholarly research and documentation.

The intention is to produce the aforementioned text—in light of its
written sources—in accordance with the published methodology, with the
purpose of presenting it faithfully as intended by its author.

What is noteworthy in achieving this is the adoption of a documentary
approach in this verification section.

This study—along with the desired objectives and goals—has yielded
a number of important results, the most notable of which are:

The description with which Hafiz Abu Na'eem introduces his book,
"The History of Isfahan and the Isfahanis”, is a comprehensive
introduction and a broad, useful portrayal that encompasses the
generalities of this city, both in terms of definition and description, in
precious and delicate language, indicating the high caliber of this noble
work.

Keywords: History, Isfahan, Abu Nu'aym, Investigation, Description,
and Explanation.
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Romanization of references

1 Inbah al-ruwah ‘ald anbah al-nuhah. li-‘Ali ibn Yasuf Abi al-Hasan Jamal
al-Din al-Qift1 (646h). Edited by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim. Publisher:
Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi - Cairo, and the Cultural Books Foundation - Beirut.
Edition: First, 1406 AH - 1982 AD.

2. Al-Idah wa-al-tibyan fi almkyal wa-al-mizan. li-Ahmad ibn Muhammad
al-Ansari Abi al-‘Abbas Najm al-Din al-ma‘rif bi-Ibn al-rifah (710h). Edited
by Dr. Muhammad Ahmad Ismail al-Kharouf. Publisher: Dar al-Fikr - Syria.
1400 AH - 1980 AD.

3. Buldan al-khilafah al-Sharqiyah. Li-kay lystrnj. naqalahu ila al-‘Arabiyah
: Bashir Fransis wkwrkys ‘Awwad. Publisher: Al-Risala Foundation.

4. Taj al-‘aris min Jawahir al-Qamis. Imhmmd ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Abdurrazzaq al-Husayni, Abi al-Fayd, almlqqb bmrtda, alzzabydy (1205h).
Edited by a group of editors. Publisher: Dar al-Hidayah.

5. Tarikh Sunni mulik al-ard wa-al-anbiya’. li-Hamzah ibn al-Husayn al-
Asbahani.

6. Al-Rawd alm‘tar fi khabar al-aqtar. li-Muhammad ibn Allah ibn
‘bdalmn‘m Abi Allah alhimyry (900h). Edited by Ihsan Abbas. Publisher:
Nasser Foundation for Culture - Beirut - Printed at Dar al-Siraj Press. Second
Edition, 1980 AD.

7. Al-Qamis al-muhit. li-Muhammad ibn Ya‘qib Majd al-Din Abi Tahir
alfyrwz’abada (817h). Edited by the Heritage Research Office at the Al-Risala
Foundation. Supervised by Muhammad Na'im al-Arqasusi. Publisher: Al-
Risala Foundation for Printing, Publishing, and Distribution, Beirut, Lebanon.
Eighth Edition, 1426 AH - 2005 AD.

8. Al-Sihah Taj al-lughah wa-sihah al-‘Arabiyah. li-Isma‘ll ibn Hammad al-
Jawhari Abi Nasr al-Farabi (393h). Edited by Ahmad Abd al-Ghafur Attar.
Publisher: Dar al-Ilm lil-Malayin - Beirut. Fourth Edition, 1407 AH - 1987 AD.

9. Qamiis dhkhda ‘ald Asas al-hurif al-hija’tyah. li-‘All Akbar dhkhda.
Publisher: Organization of Administrative and Planning for the Country.
Digital Publisher: Qaimiya Computer Research Center, Isfahan.

10. Kanz al-Durar wa-jami‘ al-ghurar. li-Ab1 Bakr ibn Allah ibn Aybak
aldwadary. Edited by a group of Orientalists and others. Publisher: Issa al-Babi
al-Halabi.

11. Marasid al-ittila‘ ‘ala Asma’ al-amkinah wa-al-Biga‘. 1'bdalm'mn ibn
‘bdalhq, Ibn Shama’il al-Qati7 al-Baghdadi, al-Hanbali, sfi al-Din (739h).
Publisher: Dar al-Jeel, Beirut. First Edition, 1412 AH.

12. Al-Masalik wa-al-mamalik. 1‘bydallh ibn Allah Abi al-Qasim al-ma‘riif
bi-Ibn khrdadhbh (Nahwa 280h). Publisher: Dar Sader Offset, Leiden, Beirut.
Year of publication: 1889.
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13. Al-Misbah al-munir fi Gharib al-sharh al-kabir. li-Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Fayyimi thumma al-Hamawi, Abi al-‘Abbas (770h).
Publisher: Al-Maktaba al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut.

14. Mu‘jam al-buldan. li-Yaqut ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Rimi Abi ‘Abd Allah
Shihab al-Din al-Hamaw1 (al-mutawaffa : 626h). Publisher: Dar Sader, Beirut.
Second edition, 1995.

15. Mu‘jam ma astjm min Asma’ al-bilad walmwad‘. 1'bdallh ibn ‘Abd-al-
‘Aziz ibn Muhammad al-Bakri Abi ‘Ubayd al-Andalusi (487h). Publisher:
Alam al-Kutub, Beirut. Third edition, 1403 AH.

16. Almgadyr al-shar‘tyah wa-al-ahkam al-fightyah al-muta‘alliqah bi-ha
mundhu ‘ahd al-Nabl ~ wtqwymha al-mu‘asir. lil-Duktir : Muhammad Najm
al-Din al-Kurdi. Cairo. Second Edition, 1426 AH - 2005 AD.

17. Mawsi‘at wahadat al-qiyas al-‘Arabiyah wa-al-Islamiyah wa-ma
yu‘adiluha balmqgadyr al-hadithah. li-Mahmiid Fakhari wa-Salah al-Din
alkhwwam. Publisher: Lebanon Library. First Edition, 1407 AH - 2001 AD.

18. Al-Mawsii‘ah al-hurrah ‘ala al-shabikah al-‘ankabiittyah.

19. Mahasin Asfahan. Lamufaddal ibn Sa‘d ibn al-Husayn al-Mafarrikhi al-
Asbahani. Edited, printed, and published by: Sayyid Jalal al-Din al-Husayni al-
Tehrani. Publisher: Majlis Press, Tehran.
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