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The Infinite World: an Interpretive Reading of the Reasonableness
of Ibn Taymiyyah's Theory of the Sequence of Events
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Abstract: :
This research aims to reconstruct the theory of "the sequence of events"
as proposed by Ibn Taymiyyah as a solution to the problem of "the
relationship between the world and the divine," which manifested in the
issue of "the eternal nature of the world and its creation," by clarifying its
foundations, analyzing its central concepts, demonstrating its rationality,
elucidating its ambiguities, and addressing its prominent issues as
reflected in its texts, relying on the descriptive approach in my study,
particularly on two branches of it:

The first: the historical-retrieval approach, which manifested in
highlighting some of the historical context of this philosophical dilemma
through the early philosophical articles and the related articles.

The second: the analytical and structural approach, which are
complementary approaches that effectively contributed to the analytical
reading of the rationality of the theory of the sequence of events.

One of the most significant findings of the research is the
demonstration of the rationality of Ibn Taymiyyah's theory of "infinite
sequence of events" through the analysis of its philosophical structure
and the conceptualization of the stages of its construction.

Thus, my treatment of the topic—after the introduction—was
organized into three chapters, with the first and second serving as
necessary prerequisites for the third chapter, which is the purpose and
goal of the research, structured as follows:

Chapter One: The infinites: their nature and problems.

Chapter Two: The finiteness of the world and the philosophical
question in Ibn Taymiyyah's perspective.

Chapter Three: The theory of the infinite sequence of events.
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The research concluded with a summary, where 1 succinctly
encapsulated the idea of the research and its most important paths,
leading to its proven result within the research.

Keywords: infinity, sequence of events, the eternal nature of the
world, creation from non-existence.
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Romanization of references

(Works of Ibn Taymiyyah):

1. Majmu‘ al-Fatawad, Ibn Taymiyah, Collected and arranged by: Abdul
Rahman bin Qasim, Dar Al Rahma.

2. Dar’ Taarud al-aql wa-al-naql, Ibn Taymiyah, Investigation:
Muhammad Rashad Salem, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud University.

3. Talbts al-Jahmiyah fi ta’sis bdhm al-kalamiyah, Ibn Taymivah,
Investigation: Sulaiman Al-Ghafis, King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the
Holy Qur’an, 1426 AH.

4. Minhaj al-Sunnah fi naqd kalam al-Shi ah al-qadarivah, Ibn Taymiyah,
Investigation: Muhammad Rashad Salem, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic
University, 1st ed., 1986 AD.

5. Mawsiu at al-falsafah, ‘Abd-al-Rahman Badawt, Investigation: Youssef
bin Muhammad al-Magqdisi, Dar al-Bashir al-Islamiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 2012.

6. 6. Nagd Maratib al-ijma; Ibn Taymiyah, matbi ‘fi Dhay! Kitab Maratib
al-ijma; li-Ibn Hazm, bi- inayat : Hasan Ahmad Isbir, Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut, 1st
ed., 1998.

7. al-Safadiyah, Ibn Taymiyah, edited by: Sayyid al-Halimi and Ayman al-
Dimashqi. Al-Du'a Library. Riyadh . Ist edition. 2002 CE.

8. al-nubiawat, Ibn Taymiyah, Dar Adwaa Al-Salaf, Riyadh, 1st ed. 1420
AH - 2000 AD.

9. Majmi’ al-rasdil wa-al-masail, Ibn Taymiyah, Commentary and
Graduation by Muhammad Rashid Rida, Arab Heritage Committee.
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Romanization of references

1. Naqd al-aql al-mahd, imanwyl kant, Translated by Ghanem Hana,
Arab Organization for Translation, Beirut, Ist ed., 2013.

2. alfiziva~al-sama al-tabit, Aristi, Translated by: Abdelkader Qenini,
East Africa, Morocco, 1998.

3. al-Shifa’ al-Tabtiyat al-sama’ al-tabii, Ibn Sina, Investigation: Saeed
Zayed, introduction and review by Ibrahim Madkour, Egyptian General Book
Authority, 1983.

4. Rasail al-Kindi al-falsafiyah, al-Kindi, Investigation and Direction:
Mohamed Abdel Hadi Abu Rida, Dar Al Fikr Al Arabi, Egypt.

5. Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Abdul Rahman Badawi. Arab Foundation
for Studies and Publishing.

6. Falsafat alkwantm, fahm al-Tlm al-mu asir wtwylh, Rulan awmnys,
Translated by: Ahmed Pasha and Yomna Al-Kholi, National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters Series, Kuwait, 2008.

7. allanhayh wa-al-aql, ilm wa-falsafat allanhayh, Rawadi rwks,
Translated by: Razan Yousef Salman, Dar Al-Mada, Baghdad, 1st ed., 2022.

8. masualat allanha’yh fi al-rivadiyat, Nazariyat Jirj kantwr, Latif al-
Siddiqt, Dar Al-Shorouk, Amman - Jordan, Ist ed., 1999.

9. Allah fi Falsafat al-Qiddis Tama alkwyny, Milad Dhaki Maaref
Establishment, Alexandria, 2000 AD.

10. al-Mujam al-falsafi Jamil Saliba, International Book Company,
Lebanon, 1994.

11. Mawsiat la land al-falsafiyah, André Lalande, Translated by: Khalil
Ahmed, Dar Awidat, Beirut.

12. al-arban fi usil al-Din, al-Razi, Edited by Ahmed Al-Saqa, Al-Azhar
Colleges Library, Cairo, Ist ed., 1406 AH.

13.  hiwar bayna al-falasifah wa-al-mutakallimin, Husam al-Aliist, Dafaf
Publications, Beirut, 1st ed., 2017.

14. al-matalib al- Alivah min al-1lm al-ilahi, al-Razi, Investigation by
Ahmed Al-Saqa, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1987.

15. Fasl al-magqal fi tagrir ma bayna al-shari ah wa-al-hikmah min al-
ittisal, muqaddimah Muhammad al-Jabiri, Center for Arab Unity Studies,
Beirut, 7th ed., 2017.

16. azlyh al-Galam wa-dawr al-llah ‘inda Ibn Rushd, dirasah naqdiyah
mu asirah, Husam Muhyt al-Din al-Aliisi, Al-Basaer Publishing House and
Books, Beirut, 1st ed., 2010.

17. al-najah fi al-Hikmah al-mantiqiyah wa-al-tabiTyah wa-al-ilahiyah,
1bn Sina, New Horizons Publishing House, Beirut, Presented by: Majed Fakhry.

18. al-Shifa; al-llahiyat, taqdim Ibrahim Madkir, t : al-Ab Qanawati, wa-
Sa id Zayid, General Authority for Amiri Printing Affairs, 2012 edition.
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19.  Tis‘Rasail fi al-Hikmah wa-al-tabtiyat, Ibn Sina, Dar Al Arab, Cairo,
2nd ed. Al-Isharat wa Al-Tanbihat, Ibn Sina, Edited by: Sulayman Dunya, Dar
Al Maaref, Cairo, 3rd ed.

20. al-Kitab al-mutabar fi al-Hikmah, Ibn malikan al-Baghdadi, The
Ottoman Encyclopedia, Hyderabad, Ist ed., 1357 AH.

21. al-qawa id al-falsafiyah al- Ammah fi al-falsafah al-Islamiyah, Ghulam
Husayn aldynany, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 2013.

22.  Tahdfut al-tahdfut, Ibn Rushd, taqdim wa-tahlil, Muhammad Abid al-
Jabirt, Center for Arab Unity Studies, Beirut, 1st ed., 1998.

23. al-Tamhid fi usil al-Din, [i-Abt al-Mun al-Nasafi, Investigation:
Abdul-Hayy Qabil, Dar Al-Thaqafa, Cairo, 1407 AH.

24. sharh al-aqidah al-bahiyah fi ilm al-tawhid, Ahmad al-Adawt al-
Dardir, Investigation, Abdul Salam Shanar.

25.  Hashiyat al-Dasiigt ala Umm al-Barahin, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Dasugi, Correction and punctuation, Abdul Latif Hassan Abdul Rahman, Dar
Al-Kotob Al-llmiyyah, Beirut, 8th edition.

26. al-Kulliyat, Mu jam fi al-mustalahat wa-al-furiq al-lughawiyah, Abi
al-Baga’ Ayyib ibn Musa al-Kaffawi, Investigation: Adnan Darwish and
Muhammad Al-Masry, Al-Risala Foundation, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1998.

27. Abkar al-afkar, fi usiil al-Din, Sayf al-Din al-Amidi, Investigation:
Ahmed Al-Mahdi, National Library, Cairo, 2nd ed., 2004 AD.

28. al-mabahith al-mashrigivah fi ilm al-llahiyat wa-al-tabityat
Investigation: Muhammad al-Mu'tasim al-Baghdadi, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1990.

29. fial-ara’al-tabtiyah Imtklmy al-Islam wa-maqasidiha al-ilahiyah, ‘Abd
al-Razzag Muhammad, Namaa Center for Research and Studies, Beirut, 1st ed.,
2018.

30. Shifa’ al-alil fi masail al-gqada’ wa-al-qadar wa-al-hikmah wa-al-
ta 1tl, Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyah, Edited by: Ahmed Al-Samaani and Ali Al-Ajlan,
Dar Al-Samai, Riyadh, 1st ed., 2008.

31. Asas al-taqdis, al-Razi, Edited by: Ahmed Al-Saqa, Al-Azhar Colleges
Library, Cairo, 1986.
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