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The embellishment of the Qur'an through the narratives found in
the book ""Al-Masahif'* by Ibn Abi Dawud (d. 316 AH):

An Overview and Study"'
Mutiah Hzaa Fahd Al-Enazi
Associate Professor of Interpretation and Quranic Sciences
Islamic Department, Tabuk University, Saudi Arabia
mu-alenazi@ut.edu.sa

Saudi Arabia
Date of Receiving the Research: 5/3/2024  Research Acceptance Date: 21/3/2024

Abstract:

This research aims to elucidate the embellishment of the Qur'an
through the narratives found in the book "Al-Masahif" by Ibn Abi Dawud
(d. 316 AH), highlighting the efforts of the Imam and introducing his book
"Al-Masahif," its value, and its scientific significance. It also aims to
outline the stages of attention given to the embellishment of the Qur'an,
express the opinions of scholars on the matter, and clarify the prevailing
views within the research data. The research relies on the descriptive-
analytical approach and the inductive method in "Al-Masahif" and in
ancient and modern writings related to the study topic, as well as the
deductive method through deriving judgments from texts, consensus, and
analogy. The research consists of an introduction discussing the
importance and objectives of the study, followed by four sections. The
study resulted in several findings, among the most prominent of which are
that "Al-Masahif" is one of the books relied upon by scholars, cited in their
issues, especially in works concerned with the sciences of the Qur'an.
Additionally, the study demonstrated the concerted efforts of Muslims in
serving and preserving the Qur'an since its revelation to the present day.

Keywords: Qur’an, Ibn Abi Dawud, Qur’an, Decoration.
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Romanization of Resources
1. Ithaf al-tullab bi-sharh manziimat al-Adab, Salih al-Fawzan, Al-Rushd
Library Edition, Riyadh, First 1426 AH.
2. Al-Ahkam al-fighiyah al-khassah bi-al-Qur’an al-Karim, llhjylan, T.,
Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi (ed.).
3. Al-Irshad fI ma‘rifat ‘ulama’ al-hadith, lil-Qazwini, ed. Al-Rushd
Library, Riyadh, Al-Awwal, 1409 AH.
4, Al-A‘lam lil-Zirikli, T., Dar Al-llm Lil-Millain, fifteenth edition, 2002
AD.

5. Al-Igna‘ fi figh al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal lil-Mugaddasi, T., Dar Al-
Ma’rifa, Beirut (ed.).

6. Al-Mushaf al-Sharif dirasah tarikhiyah wa-fanniyah-Muhammad
Marziiq — edition of the Egyptian General Book Authority in Egypt, 1975 AD.
7. Al-Umm lIshaf‘y, T, Dar Al-Ma'’rifa, Beirut 1410 AH

8. Al-Bahr al-ra’iq sharh Kanz al-daqa’iq li-lbn Nujaym, published by Dar
Al-Kitab Al-Islami (ed.).

9. Bahr al-madhhab lirwyany, ed, Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah, First Edition,
2009 AD.

10. Al-Badr al-munir fi takhrij al-ahadith wa-al-athar al-waqi‘ah fi al-sharh
al-kabir li-Ibn al-Mulaqgin T, Dar Al-Hijra for Publishing and Distribution - Al-
Riyadh Al-Awwal, 1425 AH -.

11. Al-Burhan fT ‘ulim al-Qur’an llzrkshy, ed., Dar lhya al-Kutub al-Arabi,
Issa al-Babi al-Halabi and his first partners, 1376 AH.

12. Albnayh sharh al-Hidayah-11‘yny, ed., Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyya/ Beirut,
1420 AH

13. Al-Bayan wa-al-tahsil wa-al-sharh wa-al-tawjih wa-al-ta‘Iil li-masa’il al-
mustakhrajah-li-lbn Rushd, Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami / Beirut - Second, 1408 AH.
14. Tarikh asbhan-li-Ibn Mahran al-Asbahani, ed., Dar Al-Kutub Al-
IImiyyah / Beirut - First, 1410 AH.

15. Tarikh Baghdad li-Ibn al-Khatib, ed., Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, I,
1422 AH.

16. Tarikh Nisabir, Kitabkhanah Ibn Sina/ Tehran (d.d.)

17. Al-Tibyan fT adab hamlat al-Qur’an lil-Nawawi, T al-Babi al-Halabi.
(d.t)

18. Tabyin al-haqa’iq sharh Kanz al-daqa’iq wa-hashiyat alshshilbiyi llzyl‘y,
ed., Al-Kubra Al-Amiriya Press - Bulag, Cairo - First, 1313 AH.

19. Al-Tajlid fi Misr al-Islamiyah-‘Abd al-Latif Ibrahim - Journal of the
Faculty of Arts - Cairo University - Volume 22, No. 1 - 1962 AD.

20. Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi bi-sharh Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi llmbarkfwry, Dar Al-
Kutub Al-lImiyyah (ed. T.)

21. Tatawwur kitabat al-Mushaf al-Sharif wa-tiba‘atihi-Muhammad Salim
al-‘Awfl, King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Holy Qur’an, 1424 AH.
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22. Al-Tafsir min Sunan Sa‘id ibn Mansir, Publishing House, First, 1417
AH.

23. Tagwim Asalib Ta‘lim al-Qur’an al-Karim wa-‘Ulimih fi wasa’il al-
I‘lam-lil-Duktir Muhammad sbtan, King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the
Holy Qur’an in Medina.

24, Tahdhib al-lughah 1I’zhry, published by the Arab Heritage Revival
House, Beirut I, 2001 AD.

25. Al-Tahdhib fi ikhtisar al-Mudawwanah llqyrwany, ed., Dar Al-Research
for Islamic Studies and Heritage Revival, Dubai - First Edition, 1423 AH - 2002
AD.

26. Jamal al-qurra’ wa-Kamal al-iqra’ llskhawy, ed., Dar Al-Ma’mun for
Heritage, 1418 AH.

27. Jamaliyat al-khutat fi Safahat al-Qur’an al-Karim, Safi al-Din al-Hilli,
research published in the Journal of Human Sciences, University of Babylon,
Volume 1, Issue: 4, 2010 AD.

28. Jamaliyat al-fada’ wa-al-kitabah fi al-Risalah walsh‘r-D. Rashid
Yahyawi - Arab Thought Magazine - Special issue on Arab aesthetics.

29. Al-Jawharah al-nayyirah-alzzabidi, 1st edition, Al-Matba’a Al-Khairiya
Press, 1322 AH.

30. Hashiyat al-Jamal ‘ala sharh al-manhaj 1’zhry, Dar Al-Fikr (ed. T).

31. Hashiyat al-DastqT ‘ala al-sharh al-kabir, ed., Dar Al-Fikr (ed.).

32. Al-Hawt al-kabir fT figh madhhab al-Imam al-Shafi‘1, Doctrine, ed., Dar
Al-Kutub Al-lImiyyah 1419 AH

33. Khatt wtdhhyb wzkhrfh al-Qur’an al-Karim hatta ‘asr Ibn al-Bawwab-
Muhammad al-Jubiiri, Arab House of Encyclopedias, 2013 AD.

34. Dirasat fT ‘ulim al-Qur’an, 1st edition, Dar Al-Manar, 2nd 1419 AH.
35. Al-Dhakhirah llgrafy, ed., Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami, Beirut, First, 1994
AD.

36. Rihlat Ibda‘ Jamaliyat al-Mushaf hattd al-‘asr al-Mamluki-lldktwrh
Hibah ‘Abd al-Fattah - Journal of the Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Mansoura
University, Egypt, Issue 10, 2021 AD.

37. Radd al-muhtar al4 al-Durr al-Mukhtar, li-Ibn ¢ Abidin, published by Dar
al-Fikr, Beirut 1412 AH.

38. Silsilat al-ahadith al-sahthah lil-Albani, ed., Al-Ma’arif Library for
Publishing and Distribution, Riyadh, First.

39. Sunan Sa‘id ibn Mansir, ed., Al-Dar Al-Salafiyya, India - First Edition,
1403 AH.

40. Siyar A‘lam al-nubalad’’, Ist edition, Al-Risala Foundation, 3rd, 1405
AH.

41, Shadharat al-dhahab fi Akhbar min dhahab li-lbn al-‘Imad, Dar lbn
Katheer, Damascus 1406 AH.

42. Sharh al-Sunnah llbghwy, ed., Al-Maktab Al-Islami, Damascus -
Second, 1403 AH.
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43. Al-Sharh al-kabir ‘ald matn al-Mugni* li-Ibn Qudamah, published by Dar
Al-Kitab Al-Arabi for Publishing.

44, Sharh Sahih al-BukharT li-lbn Battal, published by Al-Rushd Library,
Riyadh 11, 1423 AH.

45, Sharh ma‘ani al-Athar llthawy, ed., The World of the First Books - 1414
AH.

46. Sha‘b al-iman lil-Bayhagqi, ed., Al-Rushd Publishing Library, Riyadh Al-
Awal, 2003 AD.

47. Al-Du‘afa’ wa-al-matriikin 1lnsa’y, ed., Dar Al-Wa’i, Aleppo, Al-
Awwal, 1396 AH.

48. Tabaqat al-Hanabilah li-Ibn Abi Ya‘la, ed., Dar al-Ma’rifa, Beirut (ed.).
49, Tabaqat al-Shafi‘Tyin li-Ibn Kathir, ed., Library of Religious Culture,
1413 AH.

50. Tabaqat al-muhaddithin b’sbhan wa-al-waridin ‘alayha 11’sbhany, ed.,
Al-Risala Foundation, Beirut, second, 1412 AH.

51. Al-‘Inayah sharh al-Hidayah al-Babarti, ed., Dar Al-Fikr (ed.).

52. Awn al-matin ‘ald nazm Risalat al-Qarawiyin lly‘qwby, ed., Union of
Mauritanian Publishers, 2022 AD.

53. Al-Ghayah fi ikhtisar al-nihayah al-Sulami, Ministry of Endowments and
Islamic Affairs, Qatar, First Edition: 1437 AH.

54, Al-Fa’iq fi Gharib al-hadith wa-al-athar lil-Zamakhshari, ed., Dar Al-
Ma’rifa, Second Lebanon.

55. Fatawa al-Subki, ed., Dar Al-Maaref (ed.).

56. Fatawa wa-rasa’il Samahat al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd
al-Latif Al al-Shaykh li-Al al-Shaykh, Government Press in Mecca - First
Edition, 1399 AH.

57. Fth al-°Aziz bi-sharh al-Wajiz lil-Ghazzali, ed., Dar al-Fikr (ed. T).

58. Fada’il al-Qur’an lil-Qasim ibn Sallam, Dar Ibn Kathir, Damascus, First,
1415 AH.

59. Al-Figh al-Islami wa-adillatuh Wahbah alhyly, published by Dar Al-Fikr
/ Beirut, 1405 AH.

60. Al-Figh ‘ala al-madhahib al-arba‘ah 1ljzyry, Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah,
Beirut 424.

61. Faharis ‘ulim al-Qur’an al-Karim li-makhtttat Dar al-Kutub alzahryyh-
Salah alkhyma, 1st edition, Arabic Language Academy / Damascus 1403 AH.
62. Al-Fawa’id al-Majmii‘ah f1 al-ahadith al-mawdi‘ah llshwkany, ed., Dar
Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah.

63. Fayd al-qadir sharh al-Jami® al-Saghir lil-Munawi, ed., Great
Commercial Library of Egypt, First, 1356 AH.

64. Al-Qamis al-muhit al-Firuzabadi, ed., Al-Resala Foundation for
Printing, Publishing and Distribution, Beirut - No. 8, 1426 AH.

65. Al-Kamil fT du‘afa’ al-rijal li-Ibn ‘AdT al-Jurjani, ed., Scientific Books,
Beirut I, 1418 AH.
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66. Kitab al-*Ayn lil-Khalil, Al-Hilal House and Library (ed. T.).

67. Kitab al-masahif-labn Abi Dawid, ed., Dar Al-Bashaer, Beirut I, 1415
AH.

68. Kashf al-zuntn ‘an asami al-Kutub wa-al-Funiin lil-Hajj Khalifah, Al-
Muthanna Library, Baghdad. 1941 AD.

69. Lisan li-lbn manzir, ed., Dar Sader, Beirut, 3rd - 1414 AH.

70. Al-Mathaf fy ’hkam almshf-al-Duktar Salih al-Rashid- Al-Rayyan
Foundation Edition.

71. Mujarrad Asma’ al-ruwah ‘an Malik, li-Ibn Rashid al-‘Attar, ed., Al-
Gharaba Archaeological Library.

72. Majma‘ al-zawa’id wa-manba‘ al-Fawa’id llhythmy, ed., Al-Qudsi
Library, Cairo - 1414 AH.

73. Al-Majmi‘ sharh al-Muhadhdhab lil-Nawawi, Dar Al-Fikr Edition (ed.
T).

74. Al-Muhit al-burhani fi al-figh al-Nu‘mani figh al-Imam Abi Hanifah
Radi Allah ‘anhu li-Abi al-Ma‘ali, ed., Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah, Beirut: Al-
Awwal, 1424 AH .

75. Mukhtar al-sihah lil-Razi, ed., Al-Maktabah Al-Asriyah, Beirut - Fifth,
1420 AH.

76. Almkhss-1a ibn T, Dar for the Revival of Arab Heritage / Beirut, 1417
AH.

77. Mashariq al-anwar ‘ala sihah llsbty, ed., Dar Al-Maktabah Al-Ateega and
Dar Al-Turath (ed.).

78. Masahif al-Rigq al-Maghribi wa-al-Andalusi al-mahfuazah bmktbty al-
Malik ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-‘Ammah fi al-Riyad wa-al-Madinah al-Munawwarah
dirasah athariyah fanniyah — Maryam al-Harbi- Master’s thesis at the College of
Tourism and Antiquities, King Saud University, 1438 AH.

79. Al-Masahif al-ragmiyah al-imkanat wa-tatallu‘at al-tatwir-° Abd-al-* Aziz
ibn Allah al-Ghanimi, Publisher: King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the
Noble Qur’an in Medina.

80. Al-Masahif al-makhtatah fi al-garn al-hadi ‘ashar al-Hijri-D. ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Sulayman al-Muzayni, King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the
Holy Qur’an in Medina.

81. Mushaf Ibn al-Bawwab dirasah wasfiyah tahlilah muwazanah-D. Tyad
Salim wa Zayd Hatim- Journal of the Imam Al-Shatibi Institute for Qur’anic
Studies - Volume 10, Issue 19, 1436 AH

82. Al-Musannaf llsn‘any, ed., Al-Maktab Al-Islami, Beirut - Second, 1403
AH.

83. Al-Musannaf fi al-ahadith wa-al-athar li-Tbn Abi Shaybah, ed., Al-Rushd
Library, Riyadh, Al-Awwal, 1409 AH.

84. Mu‘jam al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-mu‘asirah, li-Ahmad Mukhtar T.,
World of the First Books, 1429 AH.
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85. Mu‘jam Lughat al-fuqaha’ Iqnyby, ed., Dar Al-Nafais for Printing and
Publishing 11, 1408 AH.

386. Al-Mughni-li-Ibn Qudamabh, ed., Cairo Library.

87. Al-Muntazim fi Tarikh al-Umam wa-al-mulik li-lbn al-Jawzi, ed., Dar
al-Kutub al-l1lmiyyah, Beirut al-Awwal, 1412 AH.

88. Al-Muntagéa sharh al-Muwatta’ 1il-Baji, ed., Al-Saada Press / Egypt,
First, 1332 AH.

89. Minhaj al-talibin wa-‘umdat al-muftin f1 al-figh lil-Nawawi, Dar al-
Minhaj, Beirut, 1426 AH.

90. Mawahib al-Jalil fT sharh Mukhtasar Khalil 1lhtab, Dar Al-Fikr, Third
Edition, 1412 AH.

91. Al-Mawsii‘ah al-fighiyah al-Kuwaytiyah, ed., Ministry of Endowments
and Islamic Affairs / Kuwait - Second Edition, Dar Al-Sasil / Kuwait.

92. Nathr al-Wurtd sharh Ha’Tyah Ibn Abi Dawad-‘Abd-al-Rahman al-‘aql-
Ed. Al-Nukhab Al-lImiyyah Center, Fourth Edition, 1439 AH - 2018 AD.

93. Nihayat al-Muttalib fi Dirayah al-Madhab by al-Juwayni, ed., Dar al-
Minhaj, First, 1428 AH-

94, Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-hadith wa-al-athar, li-lbn al-Athir, ed. Al-
Maktabah Al-lImiyyah, Beirut, 1399 AH.

95. Nawadir al-ustl fi ahadith al-Rasil salla Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam
llitrmdhy, ed., Dar Al-Jeel / Beirut.

96. Al-Hidayah fi sharh bidayat al-mubtadi llmrghynany, ed., Dar Ihya’ al-
Arabi Heritage, Beirut (ed.).
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