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The Sheikhs of Imam Al-Tirmithi from Whom he Narrated in
his (Al-Jami') and Whom Ibn Hajar Criticized in his Book (Al-
Taqreeb)

An Analytical Inductive Study
Prof. Faiz Abdul-Fattah Ahmad Abu Omair
Professor of Hadith and its Sciences, Islamic Sciences University,
Faculty of Da'wah and Fundamentals of Religion, (Jordan)
faiz.abuomir@wise.edu.jo

Date of Receiving the Research: 20/1/2026  Research Acceptance Date: 12/2/2026

Abstract:

The authors of the six books of Hadith narration concurred on telling from
some sheiks and diverged about others. One of those authors was Imam Al-
Tirmithi — May Allah have mercy on him — and who documented in his book
"Al-Jami' " for two hundred and fourteen sheiks. He shared more than one
hundred and seventy sheiks with the other authors, but he singularly narrated
from forty one sheiks. The study shows that among these forty one sheiks,
thirteen sheiks were criticized by Ibn Hajar in his book Taqreeb Al-Tahdheeb
by weakening them slightly or by abandoning their hadiths. The study tries to
answer the main question represented in knowing who those weakened
sheikhs and how to narrate from them. The importance of the study lies in
tracking the approach of one of the prominent preceding critics in the method
of his narration from his weakened sheikhs. The inductive analytical
approach is employed in tracking Al-Tirmithi's sheikhs and stating their
settings. The study shows the situations of these sheiks in relation to their
ranking in terms of criticism and approval, their time statuses, the amount of
their narrated hadiths, and Al-Tirmithi's methodology in narrating from them,
as he knew their situations, and hence he narrated from them by coupling
with others or with substantiation, or he chose some of their hadiths what is
good for narration. But even those hadiths which they transmitted singularly
and no one verified, he considered them weak, but he documented some just
for explaining. The study recommends its emulation in tracking weakened
sheikhs of the six books and how to narrate from them.

Keywords: Sheikhs - Al-Tirmithi, Ibn Hejer, Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb, Al-
Jami' Al-Saheeh, criticism and authentication.
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1.  Al-Bahr Al-Zakhkhar, by Al-Bazzar, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Amr ibn
Abd Al-Khaliq Al-Ataki (d. 292 AH), edited by Mahfouz Al-Rahman Zain
Allah and others, Maktabat Al-Ulum wa Al-Hikam, Madinah, 1st edition, 1988-
2009 AD.

2. Al-Du'afa’ al-Kabir (The Great Book of Weak Narrators), by Abu Ja'far
Muhammad ibn Amr al-'Uqayli (d. 322 AH), edited by Abd al-Mu'ti Amin
Qal'aji, Dar al-Maktabah al-'Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1st edition, 1984 CE.

3.  Al-Du'afa’ wal-Matrukin (The Weak and Abandoned Narrators), by
Abu Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu'ayb al-Nasa'i (d. 303 AH), edited by
Mahmud Ibrahim Zayid, Dar al-Wa'i, Aleppo, 1st edition, 1396 AH.

4.  Al-'llal al-Kabir (The Great Defects), by Ahmad ibn 'Isa ibn Surah al-
Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), arranged by Abu Talib al-Qadi, edited by Subhi al-
Samarra'i et al., Maktabat al-Nahda al-'Arabiyya, Beirut, 1st edition, 1409 AD.

5.  Al-Jami' (Supplement to the last of 'Abd al-Razzaq's Musannaf), by
Mu'ammar ibn Abi 'Amr Rashid al-Azdi (d. 153 AH), edited by Habib al-
Rahman al-A'zami, The Scientific Council, Pakistan, Al-Maktab al-Islami,
Beirut, 2nd edition, 1403 AH.

6.  Al-Jami' al-Sahih (with marginal notes on al-'Ilal al-Saghir), by Ahmad
ibn 'Isa ibn Surah al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), edited by Ahmad Shakir et al.,
Cairo, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-'Arabi.

7. Al-Jami' al-Sahih, by al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma'il (d. 256 AH),
numbered by Muhammad Fu'ad 'Abd al-Baqi, and produced by Muhibb al-Din
al-Khatib, Dar al-Ma'rifah, Beirut, Cairo, 1st edition, Dar al-Sha'b, 1987 AD.

8.  Al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil (Criticism and Justification), by Ibn Abi Hatim,
'Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Hatim Muhammad Ibn Idris al-Razi (d. 327 AH),
Ottoman Encyclopedia Press, Hyderabad, Deccan, India, 1st edition, 1952 AD.

9.  Al-Kamil fi Du'afa’ al-Rijal (The Complete Book on Weak Narrators),
by Abu Ahmad ibn 'Adi al-Jurjani (d. 365 AH), edited by 'Adil Ahmad 'Abd al-
Mawjud and 'Ali Muhammad Mu'awwad, al-Kutub al-'llmiyya, Beirut,
Lebanon, 1st edition, 1997 AD.

10.  Al-Kashif fi Ma'rifat Man Lahu Riwayah fi al-Kutub al-Sittah, Shams
al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman ibn Qaymaz al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), edited by Muhammad Awamah and Ahmad Muhammad
Nimr al-Khatib, Dar al-Qibla for Islamic Culture - Qur’an Sciences Foundation,
Jeddah, 1st edition, 1992 AD.

11.  almajruhin min almuhdithin waldueafa’' walmatrukin, by Ibn Hibban,
Muhammad ibn Hibban ibn Ahmad al-Tamimi, Abu Hatim al-Busti (d. 354
AH), edited by Mahmoud Ibrahim Zayed, Dar al-Wa'i, Aleppo, 1st edition,
1976 AD.

12.  Al-Musnad, by Ahmad ibn Hanbal ibn Muhammad Abu Abdullah al-
Shaybani (d. 241 AH), edited by Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut, Adil Murshid, and others,
Al-Risalah Foundation, 1st edition, 2001 AD.
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Mutanabbi Library, Beirut, Cairo.
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Majd al-Din Abu al-Sa'adat al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad (d.
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2009 AD.

19.  Al-Tarikh Al-Kabir, by Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail (d. 256
AH), supervised by Muhammad Abd Al-Mu'id Khan, Da'irat Al-Ma'arif Al-
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