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The Hadiths of Anas and Abu Bakra on the Greatest Major Sins: A Study
of their Meanings and Issues in Light of the Principles of Usul al-Figh
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Abstract:

This study examines and analyzes the two Hadiths of Anas and Abii
Bakrah reported from the Prophet iz concerning the gravest of major
sins—namely associating partners with Allah (shirk), unlawful killing,
disobedience to parents, and false testimony. The aim is to understand
the meanings of these Hadiths, to discern the Prophet’s intended message
in each of their statements, and to derive the jurisprudential issues built
upon them. This is achieved through the application of the principles of
Usiil al-Figh, the support of other Qur anic and Prophetic texts, and the
insights of scholars in their commentaries. The study further seeks to
uncover the reasons behind scholars’ disagreements on these matters,
while ultimately arriving at the most preponderant opinions regarding
the meanings of the words and phrases in the two Hadiths. In doing so, it
highlights the harmony and coherence of the revealed texts, affirms the
breadth of their meanings, and emphasizes the gravity of these sins which
have been described as the gravest of all major sins, thereby warning
Muslims against them. The study recommends highlighting the
seriousness of these major sins in educational curricula and advocacy
programmes to instill legal awareness of them.

Keywords: Major Sins, Associating Partners with Allah (Shirk),
Homicide, Disobedience to Parents, False Testimony.
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Romanization of references

1. Ihkam al-ahkam sharh ‘Umdat al-ahkam, li-Ibn Daqiq al-‘Id, Publisher:
Sunnah Muhammadiyah Press. Edited by: Abd al-Razzaq Afifi, 1st ed., Dar al-
Sumai'i: Riyadh, 1424 AH.

2. al-Thkam fi ustl al-ahkam, II'amdy,

3. asna al-matalib fi sharh Rawd al-talib, li-Zakariya al-Ansari, Dar al-
Kitab al-Islami: Cairo.

4. Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi-al-Qur’an, li-Muhammad al-Amin
al-Shinqtt1, Dar Ataa'at al-Ilm (Riyadh), 5th ed. - Dar Ibn Hazm (Beirut), 1st
ed., 1441 AH.

5. A'lam al-hadith (sharh Sahth al-Bukhari), likhtaby, Edited by: Dr.
Muhammad ibn Sa'd ibn Abd al-Rahman Al Saud, Umm al-Qura University
(Center for Scientific Research and Revival of Islamic Heritage), 1st ed., 1409
AH.

6. A'lam al-muwaqqi‘n, li-Ibn al-Qayyim, Edited by: Mashhour bin
Hassan Al Salman, 1st ed., Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, Saudi Arabia, 1423 AH.

7. al-Ilam bi-fawa’id ‘Umdat al-ahkam li-Ibn al-Mulaqqin, Edited by:
Abdul Aziz al-Mushaiqeh, Dar al-Asimah, Saudi Arabia, 1st ed., 1417 AH.

8. Ikmal al-Mu‘allim bi-fawa’id Muslim, 1il-Qadi ‘Iyad, Edited by: Dr.
Yahya Ismail, House of Death: Mansoura, 1st ed., 1419 AH.

9. al-Bahr al-muhtt fi ustl al-figh, llzrkshy, Dar al-Kutubi, 1414 AH.

10. al-Bayan fl madhhab al-Imam al-Shafi‘T, 1I'mrany, Edited by: Qasim al-
Nouri, Dar al-Minhaj, Jeddah, 2nd ed., 1428 AH.

11. Tabyin al-haqa’iq sharh Kanz al-daqa’iq, llzyly, The Grand Amiri
Press, Bulaq, Egypt, 1313 AH.

12. Tuhfat al-muhtaj fT sharh al-Minhaj, li-Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, The
Grand Commercial Library, Egypt, and its copy, Dar Thya al-Turath al-Arabi,
Beirut.

13. tafstr al-Zamakhshar1 al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawamid al-tanzil, lil-
Zamakhshari, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1407 AH.

14. tafsir al-Qurtubt al-Jami‘ li-ahkam al-Qur’an, li-Ab1 ‘Abd Allah al-
Qurtubi, Edited by: Ahmed al-Bardouni and Ibrahim Atfeesh, Dar al-Kutub al-
Masryia, Cairo, 2nd ed., 1384 AH.

15. Jami‘ al-'Ulim wa-al-Hikam, li-Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Investigation:
Shuaib al-Arna’ut and Ibrahim Bajis, Al-Risala Foundation: Beirut, 7th ed.,
1422 AH.s

16. Hashiyat al-Sawt ‘ala al-sharh al-Saghir, llsawy, Dar Al-Maaref.

17. Rawdat al-nazir wa-jannat al-munazir fi usil al-figh, li-Ibn Qudamah,
Edited by: Ithraa Al-Mutun Company: Riyadh, 1414 AH.

18. Riyad al-atham fi sharh ‘Umdat al-ahkam, llfakhany, Edited by: Nour
Al-Din Taleb, Dar Al-Nawader - Syria, st ed., 1431 AH.

19. al-Zawajir ‘an iqtiraf al-kaba’ir 1i-Ibn Hajar al-Haytam1, Dar Al-Fikr, 1st
ed., 1407 AH.
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20. Sunan Abi Dawiid, Wizarat al-Shu’tin al-Islamiyah, Saudi Arabia and
Dar Al-Salam: Riyadh, 1st ed., 1420 AH.

21. Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Wizarat al-Shu’tin al-Islamiyah, Saudi Arabia and
Dar es Salaam: Riyadh, 2nd ed., 1421 AH.

22. sharh al‘dd ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Muntah4, li-‘Adud al-Din al-Iji, Edited
by: Muhammad Hasan Muhammad Hasan Ismail, 2nd ed., Dar Al-Kutub Al-
Ilmiyyah: Beirut, 1403 AH.

23. sharh al-Kawkab al-muntr, li-Ibn al-Najjar al-Futiihi, Edited by: Dr.
Muhammad Al-Zuhayli and Dr. Nazih Hammad, 2nd ed., Al-Ubaikan Library:
Riyadh, 1418 AH.

24. sharh al-Nawawi, ‘ala Muslim, Dar Thya' Al-Turath Al-Arabi: Beirut,
2nd ed., 1392 AH.

25. sharh Tanqgth al-Fusiil, liqrafy, Edited by: Muhammad Abd Al-Rahman
Al-Shaghoul, Al-Azhar Library for Heritage: Cairo, 1407 AH.

26. sharh Mukhtasar al-Rawdah, litwfy, 3rd ed., edited by Dr. Abdullah
Al-Turki, Al-Risala Foundation, Beirut, 1419 AH.

27. sharh ma‘ani al-Athar, lithawy, Edited by Muhammad Zahri Al-Najjar
and Muhammad Sayyid Jad Al-Haqq, 1st ed., Alam Al-Kutub, Beirut, 1414
AH.

28. Sahth al-Bukhari, lil-Imam al-Bukhari, Edited by Abu Suhaib Al-
Karmi, Bayt Al-Afkar Al-Dawliyyah, Riyadh.

29. Sahih Muslim, lil-Imam Muslim, Edited by Abu Suhaib Al-Karmi, Bayt
Al-Afkar Al-Dawliyyah, Riyadh, 1414 AH.

30. al-‘Uddah fi usul al-figh, li-Ab1 Ya'la, Edited by Nizam Muhammad
Salih Yaqubi, Dar Al-Bashir Al-Islamiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1427 AH.

31. al-‘Uddah fi sharh al-‘Umdah fi ahadith al-ahkam li-Ibn al-‘Attar,
Edited by: Nizam Muhammad Salih Yaqubi, Dar al-Bashir al-Islamiyyah,
Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1427 AH.

32. al-Iqd al-manztum fi al-khusts wa-al-‘umiim, llqrafy, Edited by: Dr.
Ahmad al-Khatim Abdullah, Makkah al-Makkiyyah, Dar al-Kutubi, Egypt, 1st
ed., 1420 AH.

33. Fatawa Ibn al-Salah, Edited by Dr. Muwaffaq Abdullah Abdul Qadir,
Library of Science and Wisdom and Alam Al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st ed., 1407 AH.

34. Fath al-Bari, li-Ibn Hajar, Edited by Muhibb Al-Din Al-Khatib, Dar Al-
Ma'rifah, Beirut, 1379 AH.

35. Fath al-Wahhab bi-sharh Manhaj al-tullab, li-Zakariya al-Ansari, Dar
Al Fikr for Printing and Publishing, 1414 AH.
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