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Deduction of the Meaning of Quranic Terms in Al-Karaji Al-Qassab's
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Sumaya Abdul Rahman ibn Abdul Aziz Al-Sudais
Lecturer at Umm Al-Qura University and PhD Researcher at Qassim
University, Saudi Arabia
somaih.a.s@hotmail.com

Date of Receiving the Research: 27/4/2025 Research Acceptance Date: 15/5/2025

Abstract:

This study explores the approach employed by al-Qassab al-Karajt
in inferring meaning from individual Qur’anic words (al-mufrada al-
Qur’aniyya) in his Qur’anic Tafseer. Al-Qassab, a prominent _exegete of
the 4th century AH, authored a Tafseer titled Nukat al-Our’an al-dalla

‘ala al-bayan fi anwa‘ al-‘ulim wa al-ahkam—a selective Tafseer in
which he focuses on verses that he found to carry rhetorical or linguistic
significance. A key feature of his interpretive approach is his emphasis
on analyzing individual words from the Qur’an and supporting his
interpretations with various types of evidence: the Qur’an itself, hadits,
reports from the Companions and the Tabi in, customary usage among
the Arabs, and contextual clues.

This research specifically investigates the instances in which al-
Oassab deduces the meanings of individual Qur’anic words using these
sources. The findings indicate that the most frequently employed method
is contextual analysis (22 instances), followed by references to hadits
and historical reports (14), intertextual Qur’anic evidence (9), and
Arabic linguistic convention (6).

The study provides an analytical examination of these examples and
derives insights into al-Qassab’s Tafseer methodology.

Keywords: Quranic Terms, Al-Karaji, Al-Qassab, Interpretation.
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Romanization of references

e The Holy Quran

1. Explanation of the Introduction to the Principles of Interpretation by Ibn
Taymiyyah, Author: Dr. Musaed bin Sulaiman bin Nasser Al-Tayyar, Publisher:
Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi, Second Edition, 1428 AH.

2. Kitab Al-Ayn, Author: Abu Abd Al-Rahman Al-Khalil bin Ahmad Al-
Farahidi Al-Basri (d. 170 AH), Edited by: Dr. Mahdi Al-Makhzoumi and Dr.
Ibrahim Al-Samarrai, Publisher: Dar and Library of Al-Hilal

3. Al-Sihah, the Crown of the Language and the Sihah of Arabic, by Abu
Nasr Ismail ibn Hammad al-Jawhari al-Farabi (d. 393 AH), edited by Ahmad
Abd al-Ghafur Attar, published by Dar al-Ilm lil-Malayin - Beirut, fourth
edition, 1407 AH - 1987 AD.

4. Tafsir al-Tabari = Jami' al-Bayan 'an Ta'wil Ayat al-Qur'an, by
Muhammad ibn Jarir ibn Yazid al-Amili, Abu Ja'far al-Tabari (d. 310 AH),
edited by Dr. Abdullah ibn Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, published by Dar Hijr for
Printing, Publishing, Distribution, and Advertising, first edition, 1422 AH -
2001 AD.

5. Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Quran, author: Abu al-Qasim al-Husayn ibn
Muhammad, known as al-Raghib al-Isfahani (d. 502 AH), edited by Safwan
Adnan al-Dawudi, published by Dar al-Qalam, Dar al-Shamiya, Damascus,
Beirut, first edition - 1412 AH

6. Tafsir al-Quran, author: Abu al-Muzaffar, Mansur ibn Muhammad al-
Marwazi al-Sam'ani al-Tamimi al-Hanafi, then al-Shafi'i (d. 489 AH), edited by
Yasser ibn Ibrahim and Ghanim ibn Abbas ibn Ghanim, published by Dar al-
Watan, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, first edition, 1418 AH - 1997 CE.

7. Introduction to the Principles of Interpretation, author: Taqi al-Din Abu
al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Abd al-Halim ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrani al-Hanbali al-
Dimashqi (d. 728 AH), published by Dar Maktabat al-Hayat, Beirut, Lebanon,
first edition: 1490 AH/1980 CE.

8. Musnad Abi Ya'la, author: Abu Ya'la Ahmad ibn Ali ibn al-Muthanna al-
Tamimi, al-Mawsili (d. 307 AH), edited by Hussein Salim Asad, published by
Dar al-Ma'mun for Heritage - Damascus, first edition, 1404—1984.

9. Sahih al-Bukhari, author: Muhammad ibn Ismail Abu Abdullah al-
Bukhari al-Ja'fi, edited by Muhammad Zuhair ibn Nasir al-Nasir, published by
Dar Tawq al-Najat, first edition, 1422 AH.

10. Al-Nukat al-Dala'ah ala al-Bayan fi Anwa' al-'Ulum wa al-Ahkam, author:
Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad al-Karaji al-Qassab (died c. 360 AH),
published by Dar al-Qayyim - Dar Ibn Affan, first edition 1424 AH - 2003 CE.

11. Al-Umm, author: al-Shafi'i Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Idris al-
Muttalibi al-Qurashi al-Makki (died 204 AH), published by Dar al-Ma'rifah -
Beirut, edition: unpublished, year of publication: 1410 AH/1990 CE.
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12. Zad al-Masir fi llm al-Tafsir, author: Jamal al-Din Abu al-Faraj Abd al-
Rahman ibn Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jawzi (died 597 AH), edited by Abd al-Razzaq al-
Mahdi, published by Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi - Beirut, first edition 1422 AH.

13. Musnad Ishaq ibn Rahawayh, author: Abu Ya'qub Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ibn
Mukhallad al-Hanthali al-Marwazi, known as Ibn Rahawayh (d. 238 AH).
Edited by: Dr. Abdul Ghafoor ibn Abdul Haqq al-Balushi. Publisher: Maktabat
al-Iman - Medina. First edition, 1412 - 1991.

14. Al-Musannaf, author: Abu Bakr Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam ibn Nafi'
al-Himyari al-Yamani al-San'ani (d. 211 AH). Edited by: Habib al-Rahman al-
A'zami. Publisher: The Scientific Council - India. Second edition, 1403.

15. Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, author: Abu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad
ibn Ahmad ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 852 AH). Publisher: Da'irat al-Ma'arif al-
Nizamiyya Press, India. First edition, 1326 AH.

16. Jami' al-Tahsil fi Ahkam al-Marasil (The Collection of Compilations of the
Rulings of the Hadiths), author: Salah al-Din Abu Sa'id Khalil ibn Kiklidi ibn
Abdullah al-Dimashqi al-'Ala'i (d. 761 AH), edited by Hamdi Abdul Majeed al-
Salfi, published by Alam al-Kutub - Beirut, second edition, 1407 - 1986.

17. Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Azim by Ibn Abi Hatim, author: Abu Muhammad
Abdul Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Idris ibn al-Mundhir al-Tamimi, al-
Hanthali, al-Razi ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 AH), edited by As'ad Muhammad al-
Tayyib, published by Nizar Mustafa al-Baz Library - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
third edition - 1419 AH.

18. Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan 'an Tafsir al-Qur'an (The Disclosure and
Explanation of the Interpretation of the Qur'an), author: Abu Ishaq Ahmad ibn
Ibrahim al-Tha'labi (d. 427 AH), edited by a number of researchers, published
by Dar al-Tafsir, Jeddah - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, first edition, 1436 AH -
2015 AD.

19. Signs of Revelation in the Interpretation of the Qur’an = Al-Baghawi’s
Interpretation. Author: Muhyi al-Sunnah, Abu Muhammad al-Husayn ibn
Mas ud ibn Muhammad ibn al-Farra’ al-Baghawi al-Shafi’i (d. 510 AH).
Edited by: Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi. Publisher: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-Arabi -
Beirut. Edition: First, 1420 AH.

20. Al-Muharrir al-Wajeez fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-Aziz, author: Abu Muhammad
Abd al-Haqq ibn Ghalib ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn Tamam ibn Atiyah al-Andalusi al-
Muharibi (d. 542 AH), edited by Abd al-Salam Abd al-Shafi Muhammad, published
by Dar al-Kutub al-llmiyyah - Beirut, first edition - 1422 AH.

21. Al-Muwafaqat, author: Ibrahim ibn Musa ibn Muhammad al-Lakhmi al-
Garnati, known as al-Shatibi (d. 790 AH), edited by Abu Ubaidah Mashhur ibn
Hasan Al Salman, published by Dar Ibn Affan, first edition 1417 AH/1997 CE.

22. Al-Kashaf 'an Haqa'iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil, author: Abu al-Qasim
Mahmud ibn Amr ibn Ahmad, al-Zamakhshari Jar Allah (d. 538 AH), published
by Dar al-Kutub al-Arabi, Beirut, third edition - 1407 AH. The book is
supplemented with a commentary on "Al-Intisaf fima Dhammantu al-Kashshaf”
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by Ibn al-Munir al-Iskandari (d. 683) and a corroboration of the hadiths of al-
Kashshaf by Imam al-Zayla'i.

23. Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Azim (Exegesis of the Noble Qur'an) by Ibn Kathir.
Author: Abu al-Fida' Ismail ibn 'Umar ibn Kathir al-Qurashi al-Basri then al-
Dimashqi (d. 774 AH). Edited by: Muhammad Husayn Shams al-Din.
Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-'lIlmiyyah, Publications of Muhammad Ali Baydun -
Beirut. First edition - 1419 AH.

24. Ma'ani al-Qur'an wa I'rab (The Meanings and Grammar of the Qur'an)
by: Ibrahim ibn al-Sari ibn Sahl, Abu Ishaq al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH). Edited by:
Abd al-Jalil Abduh Shalabi. Publisher: Alam al-Kutub - Beirut. First edition -
1408 AH - 1988 AD.

25. Bahr al-'Ulum (The Sea of Knowledge), by: Abu al-Layth Nasr ibn
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Samarqgandi, Hanafi jurist. Publisher: Dar al-Fikr -
Beirut. Edited by: Dr. Mahmoud Mataryji.

26. The Imam in Explaining the Evidence of Rulings, by Abu Muhammad Izz
al-Din Abd al-Aziz ibn Abd al-Salam ibn Abi al-Qasim ibn al-Hasan al-Sulami
al-Dimashqi, nicknamed Sultan al-Ulama (died 660 AH). Edited by: Radwan
Mubkhtar ibn Gharbiyya. Publisher: Dar al-Bashair al-Islamiyya - Beirut. First
Edition, 1407 AH - 1987 CE.

27. The Proof in the Sciences of the Qur'an, by Abu Abdullah Badr al-Din
Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Bahadur al-Zarkashi (died 794 AH). Edited by:
Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim. First Edition, 1376 AH - 1957 CE. Publisher:
Dar Thya' al-Kutub al-Arabiyya, Issa al-Babi al-Halabi and Partners.

28. At-Tashil li-Ulum at-Tanzil, author: Abu al-Qasim, Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abdullah, Ibn Juzay al-Kalbi al-Gharnati (d. 741
AH). Edited by: Dr. Abdullah al-Khalidi. Publisher: Dar al-Arqam ibn Abi al-
Argam Company - Beirut. First edition - 1416 AH.

29. Lisan al-Arab, author: Muhammad ibn Makram ibn Ali, Abu al-Fadl,
Jamal al-Din ibn Manzur al-Ansari al-Ruwaifi al-Ifriqi (d. 711 AH). Publisher:
Dar Sadir, Beirut. Third edition - 1414 AH.

30. Mujmal al-Lughah by Ibn Faris, author: Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya
al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu al-Husayn (d. 395 AH). Study and editing: Zuhair
Abdul-Muhsin Sultan. Publishing house: Dar al-Risalah, Beirut. Second edition
- 1406 AH - 1986 AD.

31. Al-Sahibi in the jurisprudence of the Arabic language, its issues, and the
traditions of the Arabs in their speech, author: Ahmad bin Faris bin Zakariya
al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu al-Husayn (died: 395 AH) Publisher: Muhammad Ali
Baydoun Edition: First edition 1418 AH - 1997 AD.
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