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Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the definition, importance, and history of
the discussion of general matters in Ash'ari theological thought. This is
achieved through studying and tracing Ash'ari theological corpora. It
also explains the nature of these discussions, their importance to the
major principles of belief, and how they are integrated into theological
research.

This research examines the definition and importance of general
matters in Ash'ari theological thought. It then traces the historical
context of the philosophical influence on the discussion of general
matters, and the influence of Al-Razi's theological school in shaping the
final image of general matters in Ash'ari theology. It employs three
research models: inductive, analytical, and historical.

One of the most important findings of the research is the
demonstration of Al-Razi's influence in refining the concept of general
matters in Ash'ari thought. Also, these subtle discussions were so
important that they became an introduction to the major fundamentals of
belief and a refutation of opponents' arguments. In addition, the history
of general matters in Ash'ari thought was influenced by the philosophical
tendency in its style of arrangement and organization, beginning with the
theological works of Al-Fakhr Al-Razi and those who followed him.

Keywords: General matters, Ash'ari thought, philosophical context,
Al-Razi school.
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Romanization of references

1. Ibda @t Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi al-falsafiyah (al-nafs namiidhajan), Sadiq
al-Muslim, Dar Ninawa, Syria, 1st ed., 1429 AH.

2. Ibn Sitnd bayna al-Din wa-al-falsafah, Hammiid ghrabh, Dar al-Taba'a wa
al-Nashr al-Islamiyya, no publication date

3. Athar al-falsafah al-Yananiyah fi ilm al-kalam al-Islami, D. Mahmud
Nafisah, Dar Al-Nawadir, 1st ed., 1431 AH

4. al-athar al-falsafi ald Ara’ al-Razi al-aqadiyah, Allah al-Ansarf,
Takween, Isted., 1439 AH

5. Ihsa’ al- Ulam, Abii Nasr al-Farabi, edited by Othman Amin, Anglo-
Egyptian Library, Egypt, 3rd ed., 1968 CE

6. al-Irshad ila qawati‘ al-adillah fi usil al-i tigad, Imam al-Haramayn Abt
al-Ma @t al-Juwayni,, edited by Muhammad Yusuf Idris and Baha' Al-
Khalayleh, Dar Al-Nour Al-Mubeen, Jordan, 1st ed., 2016 CE

7. al-Ash art wa-al-Asha irah fi al-taritkh al-dint al-Islami, Jirj Magqdist,,
Nama Center, Lebanon, Ist ed., 2018 CE

8. al-Alam, Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmiid al-Zirikli, Dar Al-llm Lil-Malayin,
Lebanon, 15th ed., 2002 CE

9. al-umiir al- Ammah bayna al-Imam al-Razi wa-Nasir al-Din al-Tisi, D.
Ahmad Shawqt Mahjib, Dar Al-Khazana Al-Azhariya, Egypt, Ist ed., 1441 AH

10. al-umir al- Ammah fi al-falsafah al-ishragiyah wa-tatbigatuha ala al-
jawanib al- aqadiyah, D. Suniya al-Halbawi, Ihya Center for Research and
Studies, Egypt, Ist ed., 1443 AH

11. al-Insaf fima yajibu i tigaduh wa-la yajiz al-jahl bi-hi, al-Qadr Ab Bakr
ibn al-Tayyib al-Bagqillani, edited by Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari, Al-Azhar
Library for Heritage, 2nd ed., 1421 AH

12. bidayat al-Hikmah, al-Sayyid Muhammad Husayn altbta’y, Islamic
Knowledge Foundation, st ed., Iran, 1418 AH

13. bayan Talbis al-Jahmiyah fi ta sis bd hm al-kalamiyah, Taqt al-Din Abi
al- Abbas Ibn Taymiyah, edited by a group of researchers, King Fahd Complex
for the Printing of the Holy Qur'an, 1st ed., 1426 AH

14. Tarikh al-falsafah al-Gharbiyah, Bertrand Rasil, translated by Zaki
Naguib Mahmoud, Dar al-Tanweer for Printing and Publishing, Lebanon, Ist
ed, 2018 CE

15. Tarikh al-falsafah fi al-Islam, Dt Bir, translated by Muhammad Abd al-
Hadi Abu Rida, Kanashat al-Nawader, Egypt, 3rd ed. 1374 AH

16. Tarikh Falasifat al-Islam, Muhammad Lutfi Jumah, Hindawi
Foundation for Education and Culture, Egypt, 1st ed., 2012 CE

17. Tarikh al-falsafah al-Yinaniyah, Yuasuf Karam, Dar Al-Afaq, Egypt, 1st
ed., 2016 CE

18. tahrir al-gqawa’id fi sharh Tajrid al-aqaid, al-Hawwart Biuziyan, Al-
Ghanim Library, Jordan, st ed., 1445 AH
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19. tasdid al-qawa id fi sharh Tajrid al- aqaid, Shams al-Din Abi al-Thana’
al-Isbahani, edited by Ashraf al-Tash and Muhammad Quja, Dar al-Rayahin,
Lebanon, 2nd ed., 1442 AH

20. Tas hil al-maram wa-raf” al-ibham ala nazm sllm almnwrq wtwshyhat
Abdussalam, edited by Mushtaq al-Masha'ili, Maktaba Ahl al-Athir, Kuwait,
Isted., 1437 AH

21. altryfat, Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani, edited by a group of scholars,
Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1403 AH

22. ta ¥if al-Magulat, Muhammad ibn Abt Alyan al-Shafit, edited by Ahmad
al-Shadhi, Dar al-Nur al-Mubeen, Jordan, 1st ed., 2016

23. al-TaTigat ald sharh al- aqa’id al-Nasafiyah, edited and commented on
by Abdullah al-Kamakhi, Dar al-Siraj, Turkey, 1st ed., 1443 AH

24. Talkhis ma ba da al-tabiah, Abii al-Walid Ibn Rushd, edited by Othman
Amin, no publisher, 1958

25. al-Tamhid, al-Qadi Ab Bakr ibn al-Tayyib al-Bagillani, edited by
Richard McCarthy, Eastern Library, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1957

26. tamhid [i-Tarikh al-falsafah al-Islamiyah, Mustafa A4bd-al-Razig,
Religious Culture Library, Egypt, 1363 AH

27. Tahdfut al-falasifah, Abii Hamid al-Ghazali, edited by Dr. Suleiman
Dunya, Dar Al-Maaref, Egypt, 11th ed., 2019

28. al-tahafut fi al-muhakamah bayna al-Ghazalt wa-al-falasifah, Khiijah
Zadah, edited by Dr. Louay Yaqoub, Dar Al-Risala Al-Alamiyyah, Syria, Ist
ed., 1439 AH

29. al-Tayyar almshay fi al-falsafah al-Islamiyah, D. Hasan al-Shafi i, Dar
Al-Basa'ir, Egypt, Ist ed., 2014

30. al-jam “bayna ra’y alhkymyn, Abui Nasr al-Farabi, edited by Dr. Albert
Nasri, Dar Al-Mashreq, 2nd ed., 1986

31. Dirasat fi Falsafat Abt Nasr al-Farabi, Supervised by: Dr. Rushdi
Rashed, Center for Arab Unity Studies, Lebanon, 1st ed., 2016

32. Duras fi al-falsafah, Yisuf Karam wa-Ibrahim Madkir, Alam al-Adab,
Lebanon, Isted., 2016

33. Dagqiq al-kalam (al-ruyah al-Islamiyah li-falsafat al-tabiah), D.
Muhammad Bdsil al-Ta 1, New Book, Egypt, 3rd ed., 1444 AH

34. Dalil alhdwth al-kalami wa-ishkaliyat al-tasalsul, Muhammad ‘Alt
alglyt, Tabseer Center, Egypt, Ist ed., 1446 AH

35. Sifr al-falasifah (madkhal li-ahamm al-A'mal al-falsafiyah  al-
kilasikiyah), Ribir zymr, Translated by: Dr. Qasim al-Muqaddad, Dar Ugarit,
Syria, Ist ed., 2022 CE

36. Silk al-nizam fi sharh Jawahir al-kalam, Ibrahim al-Halabi almdhry,,
edited by Ghulam Haidar al-Qadri, Dar al-Nur al-Mubeen, Jordan, Ist ed.,
1442 AH
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37. al-shamil fi usil al-Din, Imam al-Haramayn Abt al-Ma ali al-Juwayni,
edited by Dr. Ali Sami al-Nashar, Faisal Badir, and Suhair Muhammad,
Mansha'at al-Ma'arif, Egypt, 1st ed., 1969 CE

38. sharh al-Urjiuzah fi al-mantiq (Urjizah Ibn Sind fi al-mantiq), Ibn Abt
al-Hadid al-Madda ini, edited by Yusuf Arikaner and Ozkan Simsek, Dar Nugta,
Turkey, 1st ed., 1445 AH

39. sharh al-magqasid, Sad al-Din al-Taftazani, edited by Dr. Abdul
Rahman Umaira, Al-Azhar Library, Egypt, 1440 AH

40. sharh al-Khayr Abadi ala matn Hidayat al-Hikmah, bdalhq ibn Fadl al-
Haqq al-Khayr Abadi, edited by Ghulam Haider al-Qadri, Dar al-Nur al-
Mubeen, Jordan, 3rd ed., 1445 AH

41. sharh al-Sawt ald Jawharat al-tawhid, Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Malikt
al-Sawt, edited by Dr. Abdul Fattah al-Bazm, Dar Ibn Kathir, Lebanon, 11th
ed., 1440 AH

42. sharh al- aqidah al-sughra, Abt Allah Muhammad ibn Yisuf al-Saniisi,
edited by Anas al-Sharfawi, Dar al-Tagqwa, Syria, 1st ed., 1441 AH

43. sharh al-mawagqif, Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani, edited by Mahmoud
al-Damiati, Dar al-Kutub al-llmiyyah, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1419 AH

44. al-Shifa, Abu Alt Ibn Sina, edited by Father Qanawati and Saeed Zayed,
introduction and review by Dr. Ibrahim Madkour, Heritage Research Center,
on the occasion of the millennium of Sheikh Al-Ra'is

45. Shawariq al-ilham fi sharh Tajrid al-kalam, ‘Abd-al-Razzdaq al-Lahiji,
edited by Sheikh Akbar Asad Ali Zadeh, Imam al-Sadiq Foundation, Iran, 3rd
ed., 1433 AH

46. al-Safadiyah, Ahmad ibn bdalhlym ibn Taymiyah, edited by Dr.
Muhammad Rashad Salim, Dar al-Huda al-Nabawi, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1432 AH

47. al-Sawaiq al-mursalah ala al-Jahmiyah wa-al-Mu attilah, Ibn al-
Qayyim al-Jawziyah, edited by Hussein Okasha, Dar Alam al-Fawa'id, 1st ed.,
1441 AH

48. al-tabi ah wa-ma ba da al-tabiah, Yasuf Karam, Dar Afaq, Egypt, 1st
ed, 2017 CE

49. al-Tabityat fi ilm al-kalam (min al-madi ila al-mustagbal), D. Yumnd
Tarif al-Khult, Hindawi Foundation for Education and Culture, Egypt, Ist ed.,
2014

50. Tawali‘ al-anwar min Matali* al-anzar, al-Qadir Nasir al-Din al-
Baydawi, edited by Abbas Suleiman, Dar al-Jeel, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1411 AH

51. Umdat ahl al-Tawfiq wa-al-tasdid fi sharh aqidat ahl al-tawhid al-
Kubra, Abt Allah Muhammad ibn Yiisuf al-Saniist, Al-Islam Press, Egypt, 1316
AH

52. Fasl al-maqal fima bayna al-shari ah wa-al-hikmah min Ittisal, Abi al-
Walid Ibn Rushd, edited by Dr. Muhammad Amara, Dar al-Ma'arif, Egypt, 4th
ed., 2017
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53. al-falsafah al-Yananiyah fi tarigihda ila al-‘Arab, D. Umar Farrikh,
Manima Library, Ist ed., 1367 AH

54. fi al-ara’ al-tabtiyah Imtklmy al-Islam wa-magqasidiha al-ilahiyah, D.
Abd-al-Razzag Muhammad, Namaa Center, Lebanon, 1st ed., 2018

55. fi Dalalat al-falsafah wa-su al al-nash ah, D. al-Tayyib Bii azzah, Namaa
Center, Lebanon, Isted., 2012

56. qissat al-falsafah al-Yunaniyah, Ahmad Amin wa-Zaki Najib Mahmiid,
Egyptian National Library, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1935

57. qalb al-adillah ala al-tawa if al-mudillah fi Tawhid al-rubiibiyah wa-al-
asma’wa-al-sifat, Tamim al-Qadi, Al-Rushd Library, 2nd ed., 1435 AH

58. Kashshaf istilahat al-Funiun wa-al- Ulim, Muhammad ibn Al al-
Tahanawi, edited by Dr. Ali Dahrouj, Maktabat Lubnan Publishers, Lebanon,
Isted., 1996

59. Allah wa-al-mantiq fi al-Islam (khildfat al- aql), Jin walbrydj, translated
by Turki Al-Mustafa, Namaa Center, Lebanon, 1st ed., 2018

60. ma ba da al-tabi ah li-Aristatalis, D. ‘Abd-al-Rahman Badawi, Egyptian
General Book Authority, Egypt, 1st ed., 1995

61. Mabahith al-illah walm twl min Kitab al-mawagqif Il yjy, D. Ahmad al-
Tayyib, Dar Al-Taba'a Al-Muhammadiya, Egypt, Ist ed., 1407 AH

62. al-mabahith almshrqyh fi ilm al-llahiyat wa-al-tabityat, Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi, edited by Muhammad Uthman, Library of Religious Culture, Egypt, 1st
ed., 1433 AH

63. Mabadi’ al-falsafah, Sa td Ahmad albaln Biri, edited by Dr. Muhammad
Fahmy, Al-Ghanim Library, Jordan, Ist ed., 1445 AH

64. al-mubin fi sharh alfaz al-hukama’ wa-al-mutakallimin, Sayf al-Din al-
Amidi, edited by Dr. Hassan al-Shafi'i, Wahba Library, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1413
AH

65. Majmii ‘al-Fatawa, Shaykh al-Islam Ahmad ibn Taymivah, compiled and
arranged by Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim, King Fahd Complex
for the Printing of the Holy Qur'an, Saudi Arabia, Ist ed., 1425 AH

66. mjrrd magalat al-Imam al-Shaykh Abt al-Hasan al-Ash ari, Muhammad
ibn al-Hasan ibn Firak, edited by Muhammad Faruq, Dar al-Nur al-Mubeen,
Jordan, Ist ed., 1443 AH

67. al-Madkhal ilé al-umiir al- Ammah, Ahmad al-Shadhili al-Azhari, Dar
al-Rawagq al-Azhari, Egypt, 2019

68. madkhal ila al-falsafah, Ahmad al-Sayyid Ramadan, al-Faysaliah
Library, 2nd ed., 1426 AH

69. mas alat hudith al-alam bayna Ibn Taymivah wa-al-falasifah wa-al-
ilhad al-mu asir, Ahmad al-Najjar, Tabseer Center, Egypt, 1st ed., 1444 AH

70. musannafat Ghiyath al-Din Mansir Husayni aldshtky, edited by Dr.
Abdullah Al-Turaati, Tehran, st ed.
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71. Miyar al- Tlm, Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, edited by the Scientific Committee
of Dar al-Minhaj for Studies and Scientific Research, Dar al-Minhaj, Lebanon,
Isted., 1437 AH

72. Mu id al-Ni am wa-mubid al-nigam, Taj al-Din al-Subki, Cultural Books
Foundation, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1407 AH

73. Magasid al-falasifah, Abu Hamid al-Ghazalt, edited by the Scientific
Committee of Dar al-Minhaj for Studies and Scientific Research, Dar al-
Minhaj, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1444 AH

74. al-maqalat fi al-Magqulat (ilm al-Hikmah), Muftt al- Traq ‘Abd-al-Karim
almdrrs, published by Dr. Muhammad Dhunun, Dar al-Rayahin, Lebanon, Ist
ed., 1440 AH

75. muqaddimat ilm al-kalam, D. Muhammad Jawhari, no publisher, st
ed., 1445 AH

76. mugaddimah Ibn Khaldin, Abd-al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn
Khaldin, edited by Dr. Ali Abdel-Wahid Wafi, Dar Nahdet Misr, Egypt, Sth
ed., 2017

77. al-milal wa-al-nihal, Abiui al-Fath Muhammad ibn Abd-al-Karim al-
Shahrastant, edited by Dr. Muhammad Hashmat al-Abbasi, Dar al-Fadhilah,
Isted., 1440 AH

78. Mandhij al-Bahth inda mufakkirt al-Islam, ‘Ali Sami al-Nashshar, Dar
al-Nahda al-Arabiya, Lebanon, 3rd ed., 1404 AH

79. al-munqgidh min al-dalal, Abii Hamid al-Ghazali, edited by the Scientific
Committee of Dar al-Minhaj for Studies and Scientific Research, Dar al-
Minhaj, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1440 AH

80. Manhaj al-Salaf wa-al-mutakallimin fi muwafaqah al-aql lil-naql, D.
Jabir Idris, Adwa' al-Salaf, 1st ed., 1419 AH

81. Manhaj al-falasifah al-Islamiyin fi ithbat wujud Allah taala wa-
wahdaniyatihi wa-al-nubitwat wa-al-ba th, Salih al-Raqgab, Dar Faris, 1st ed.,
1442 AH

82. Mawagqif al-Taftazani al-itigadiyah fi sharh al-aqa’id al-Nasafiyah,
Muhammad al-Niristani, Dar Elaph International, 1st ed., 1439 AH

83. al-mawagqif fi ilm al-kalam, Adud al-Din al-Iji, edited by the Office for
the Revival of Islamic Heritage, Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, Egypt, 1st ed., 1444 AH

84. Mawsiat ilm al-kalam al-Wasit wa-al-mu asir, majmii ah min al-
akadimiyin, Dar Ibn al-Nadim, 1st ed., 2017 CE

85. Mawgqif Ibn Taymiyah min al-Asha irah, D. ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Mahmiid,
Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 2nd ed., 1434 AH

86. Nasir al-Din al-Baydawi wa-ara uhu al-kalamiyah, D. Hammiid al-Sa fi,
Al-Azhar Library for Heritage, Egypt, 1st ed., 1402 AH

87. Nashat al-Fikr al-falsafi fi al-Islam, ‘Ali Sami al-Nashshar, Dar Al-
Maaref, Egypt, 7th ed., 2018
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88. Nazariyat al-dhurrah bayna al-Fikr al-gharbt wa-al-fikr al-Islami wa-
tatbigatuha al- agadiyah, 2zh Ramadan, Ihya Center for Research and Studies,
Egypt, Ist ed., 1444 AH

89. al-Wafi bi-al-Wafayat, Salah al-Din Khalil al-Safadi, edited by Ahmed
Al-Arnaout and Turki Mustafa, Dar IThya Al-Turath, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1420 AH

90. al-wujiid wa-al-mahiyah bayna Abt ‘Alt Ibn Sina wa-fakhr al-Din al-
Razi, Muhammad al-Sadiqi, Thya Center for Research and Studies, Egypt, 1st
ed., 1445 AH

91. al-wujiid wa-al-mahiyah wa-al-jawhar lada Aflatun wa-Aristi, Bil
rykwr, wa-tatbigatuha al- aqadiyah, %zh Ramadan,, Siantra Publications, st
ed. 2012

Scientific journals:

92. Istidrakat Ibn al-Tilimsani ald al-Razi min khilal sharahahu Ma alim
usil al-Din, al-Bayyiumi, Annual of the Faculty of Usul al-Din and Islamic
Propagation, Tanta, Issue 8, 2016

93. al-Tabriyat ft ilm al-kalam (aghradha, wa-magqasidiha), Mahir al-Shibl,
Journal of the Islamic University for Sharia Sciences, Issue 209, Part Two,
1445 AH

94. Manhaj al-falasifah al-Muslimin fi tasnif al- Ulim, Bi ghfalh Ahmad,
Ab'ad Journal, Issue 4, 2017
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