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Abstract:

The topic of “The Concept of Sultan in the Holy Qur’an: A Study of
Contexts and Interpretive Dimensions” is among the Qur’anic topics that
merit thorough study and investigation to clarify the term "sultan"” as a
Qur’anic concept, in both its general and specific meanings, as well as
its contextual wusage throughout various Qur’anic verses. Upon
examining the interpretations of classical and modern exegetists, one
notices significant variation in the interpretation of the word "sultan”,
primarily due to the linguistic and contextual variances in its
occurrences within the Qur’an. As this variation is evident in the
linguistic domain, its impact on the terminological understanding of the
word is also clear, as the exegetical context plays a vital role in
revealing the meanings of Qur’anic terminology. This study seeks to
define the meaning of "sultan" based on its placement within different
Qur’anic verses according to its contexts and interpretive dimensions
with reference to Arabic lexicons and classical Qur’anic interpretations.
The study adopts both a descriptive and an inductive analytical
approaches. The key findings are as follows:

1-  The word "sultan" in the Qur’an carries a general meaning that
includes: authority, sovereignty, power, and dominion—along with the
connotations of proof, evidence, and argument.

2-  The specific meaning of "sultan" in the Qur’an refers to a person
who possesses legitimate executive authority within the governance of the
State, whether that authority is exercised justly or otherwise.

3-  The term "sultan" assumes eight distinct meanings in the Qur’an
depending on its exegetical contexts which are proof and argument,
authority and governance, evidence, power and might, monarchy,
miracle, knowledge, and justification or excuse.

Keywords: Sultan — Authority — Evidence — Argument — Power.
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Romanization of Resources

1. Irshad al-aql al-salim ila mazaya al-Kitab al-Karim, Muhammad ibn
Muhammad Mustafa Abu al-Sa‘iid, Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, no
data.

2. Adwa’al-Bayan fi Idah al-Quran bi-al-Qur an, Muhammad al-Amin
ibn Muhammad al-Mukhtar al-Shingiti, Dar Al-Fikr for Printing, Publishing
and Distribution, Beirut, 1415 AH - 1995 AD.

3. Anwar al-tanzil wa-asrar al-ta'wil, ‘4bd Allah ibn Umar al-Baydawr,
Investigation: Muhammad Abd al-Rahman al-Marashli, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-
Arabi, Beirut, Ist ed., 1418 AH.

4. Bahr al- Ulim, Nasr ibn Muhammad al-Samarqandi, Without data.

5. al-Bahr al-muhit fi al-tafsir, Muhammad ibn Yiasuf ibn Hayyan al-
Andalust, Investigation: Sidqi Muhammad Jamil, Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut, Ist
edition, 1420 AH.

6. al-Tahrir wa-al-tanwir, Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn
Ashir, Tunisian House, Tunis, no edition, 1984.

7. al-Tas hil li- Ulim al-tanzil, Muhammad ibn Ahmad Ibn Juzayy al-
Gharnati, Investigation: Dr. Abdullah Al-Khalidi, Dar Al-Arqgam Bin Abi Al-
Argam Company, Beirut, Ist ed., 1416 AH.

8. tafsir al-Jalalayn, Jalal al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-mahalli, wa-
Jalal al-Din ‘4bd al-Rahman al-Suyiti, Dar Al-Hadith, Cairo, 1st ed., no date
of publication.

9. tafsir al-Qur an al- Aziz, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-1lbivi al-ma rif
bi-Ibn Abi Zamanayn, Investigation: Hussein bin Akasha and Muhammad
Mustafa Al-Kanz, Al-Farouq Al-Hadithah - Egypt - Cairo, Ist ed., 1423 AH -
2002 AD.

10. tafsir al-Quran al-Azim, Ismail ibn Umar ibn Kathir al-Dimashgqr,
Investigation: Sami bin Muhammad bin Salamah, Dar Taiba for Publishing and
Distribution, 2nd ed., 1420 AH - 1999 AD.

11. tafsir al-Quran, Mansir ibn Muhammad al-Sam ani, Investigation:
Yasser bin Ibrahim, and Ghanim bin Abbas Ghanim, Dar Al-Watan, Riyadh, 1st
ed., 1418 AH - 1997 AD.

12. Tahdhib al-lughah, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Azhari al-Harawt,
Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-Arabi - Beirut, Ist ed., 2001.

13. Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi tafsir kalam al-Mannan, 4bd al-Rahman
ibn Nasir al-Sa di, Investigation: Abdul Rahman bin Mualla Al-Luwaihaq, Al-
Risala Foundation, Beirut, 1st ed., 1420 AH - 2000 AD.

14. Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Tawil al-Quran, Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari,
Investigation: Ahmed Muhammad Shaker, Al-Risala Foundation, Ist ed., 1420
AH - 2000 AD.

15. Jami”al-Bayan, Muhammad ibn ‘4bd al-Rahman al-Iji, Dar Al-Kotob
Al-llmiyah, Beirut, Ist ed., 1424 AH - 2004 AD.
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16. al-Jami’ li-ahkam al-Quran, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubr,
Investigation: Ahmed Al-Bardouni and Ibrahim Atfeesh, Egyptian National
Library, Cairo, 1384 AH - 1964 AD.

17. Jamharat al-lughah, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Durayd al-Azdi,
Investigation: Ramzi Munir Baalbaki, Dar Al-Ilm Lil-Malayin, Beirut, Ist ed.,
1987.

18. al-Jawahir al-hisan fi tafsir al-Quran, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Muhammad ibn Makhlif al-Tha alibi, Investigation: Sheikh Muhammad Ali
Muawad and Sheikh Adel Ahmed Abdul Magsoud, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-
Arabi, Beirut, Ist ed., 1418 AH.

19. Rah al-ma@ni fi tafsir al-Quran al-‘Azim wa-al-Sab’ al-mathant,
Mahmid ibn Abd Allah al-Alust, Investigation: Ali Abdul Bari Attia, Dar Al-
Tabat Al-1lmiyyah, Beirut, Ist ed., 1415 AH.

20. Zad al-Musayyar fi ilm al-tafsir, Abd al-Rahman ibn Ali al-Jawrzi,
Investigation: Abdul Razzaq Al-Mahdi, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Beirut, Ist ed.,
1422 AH.

21. Fath al-Bayan fi Magasid al-Quran, Muhammad Siddig Khan al-
Qannawji,. Introduced and reviewed by: Abdullah bin Ibrahim Al-Ansari,
Modern Library for Printing and Publishing, Sidon - Beirut, 1412 AH - 1992
AD.

22. Fath al-qadir, Muhammad ibn ‘Alr al-Shawkani, Dar Ibn Kathir - Dar
Al-Kalim Al-Tayyib, Damascus - Beirut, Ist edition, 1414 AH.

23. al-Furiq al-lughawiyah, al-Hasan ibn Abd Allah ibn Sahl ibn Sa id ibn
Yahya ibn Mahran al-Askart, Edited and commented on by: Muhammad
Ibrahim Salim, Dar Al-Ilm Wal-Thaqafa for Publishing and Distribution, Cairo,
Egypt, without edition number or date.

24. Kashshaf an haqaiq ghawamid al-tanzil, Mahmid ibn Amr al-
Zamakhshart Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1407 AH.

25. al-kashf wa-al-bayan an tafsir al-Quran, Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Tha labi, Investigation: Imam Abu Muhammad Ibn Ashur, Dar Thya’ al-Turath
al-Arabi, Beirut, Ist ed., 1422 AH - 2004 AD.

26. Lisan al-Arab, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn manzir, Dar Sader,
Beirut, 3rd ed., 1414 AH.

27. Mahasin al-ta wil, Muhammad Jamal al-Din al-Qdsimi, Investigation:
Muhammad Basil Ayoun Al-Sud, Dar Al-Kotob Al-llmiyyah, Beirut, Ist ed.,
1418 AH.

28. al-muharrir al-Wajiz fi tafsir al-Kitab al- Aziz, ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Ghalib
ibn Atiyah al-Andalust, Investigation: Abdul Salam Abdul Shafi Muhammad,
Dar Al-Kotob Al-llmiyyah, Beirut, Ist ed., 1422 AH.

29. al-muhit fi al-lughah, Isma il ibn Abbad ibn al- Abbas, Without data.

30. Mukhtar al-sihah, Muhammad ibn Abt Bakr ibn A4bd al-Qadir al-
Hanafi al-Razi, Investigation: Youssef Al-Sheikh Muhammad, Modern Library -
Model House, Beirut - Sidon, 5th ed., 1420 AH - 1999 AD.
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31. Madarik al-tanzil wa-haqa’iq al-ta wil, Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Nasafi, Dar
Al-Kalim Al-Tayeb, Beirut, Ist ed., 1419 AH - 1998 AD.

32. Maalim altzyl fi tafsir al-Quran, al-Husayn ibn Mas ud al-Baghawr,
Investigation: Abdul Razzaq Al-Mahdi, Dar Thya’ Al-Turath Al-Arabi, Beirut,
Isted., 1420 AH..

33. Mujam Magqayis al-lughah, Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya’ al-Qazwint al-
Razi, Investigation: Abdul Salam Muhammad Harun, Dar Al-Fikr, 1399 AH - 1979
AD.

34. Mafatih al-ghayb, Muhammad ibn Umar al-Razi, Dar Ihya' al-Turath
al-Arabi, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1420 AH.

35. Mufid al-Ulaim wa-mubid al-humam, Jamal al-Din al-Khuwarizmi,
Dar Al-Tagaddum, Damascus, 1323 AH - 1906 AD.

36. nazm al-Durar fi tanasub al-ayat wa-al-suwar, Ibrahim ibn Umar al-
Bigat, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Islami, Cairo, without data.

37. al-Nukat wa-al-uyin (tafsir al-Mawardi), Alt ibn Muhammad al-
Mawardi, Investigation: Mr. Bin Abdul Magsoud Bin Abdul Rahim, Dar Al-
Kotob Al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut, undated.

38. al-Hidayah ila Buliigh al-nihdyah, Makki ibn Abi Talib al-Qayst,
Investigation: A collection of university theses from the College of Graduate
Studies and Scientific Research, University of Sharjah, under the supervision of
Prof. Dr. Al-Shahid Al-Bouchihi, University of Sharjah, 1st ed., 1429 AH - 2008
AD.
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