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Abstract:

This study examines wagf (Islamic endowment) dedicated to Sufis in
Belad Asham during the Mamluk period by investigating the Hanafi
juristic ruling on endowments for Sufis and presenting prominent
historical examples of such endowments in the region. The study employs
the descriptive approach to analyze the Hanafi legal position based on
authoritative Hanafi sources, as well as the historical approach to
examine documented cases of waqf for Sufis in Belad Asham during the
Mamluk era. The findings indicate that endowments for Sufis are
permissible—just as they are for Qur'an reciters, jurists, hadith scholars,
the chronically ill, and the blind—provided that the beneficiaries adhere
to a commendable Sufi path and that the proceeds are allocated to the
poor among them rather than the wealthy. The study also highlights a
number of practical examples of Sufi endowments in Jerusalem and
Damascus, demonstrating that wagf for Sufis in Belad Asham during the
Mamluk period served as an effective model of the social role of wagf in
supporting and safeguarding society. The study also arrived at several
recommendations. First, it recommends conducting more comprehensive
research on waqf (Islamic endowments) dedicated to Sufis in Belad
Asham, as this model—both in its original form and in terms of the
conditions stipulated by its founders—has become largely absent from
contemporary society despite its historical significance. A thorough
historical examination of these endowments, together with an
understanding of their founding conditions and operational mechanisms,
may encourage the revival and establishment of similar institutions. The
study further recommends that the authorities currently responsible for
the administration of historical zawiyas and khanqahs restore their
institutional and social role by reactivating them in accordance with the
conditions stipulated by their founders (wagifs). In addition, the study
emphasizes the need for a comprehensive field-based documentary
investigation, particularly concerning Sufi endowments in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, many of which have undergone systematic
alteration of their historical identity as a consequence of the occupation.
Such an effort should focus on preserving the original wagf deeds,
documenting and cataloguing the locations of endowed properties, and
safeguarding the historical record to facilitate their restoration and
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reactivation in accordance with the founders’ stipulations once the
occupation comes to an end.

Keywords: waqf (Islamic endowment), Sufism, Mamluk period,
zawiyas, takaya.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Romanization of references

The holly Qur’an.

Abii al-Barakat Sidi Ahmad al-Dardir. Abd al- Halim Mahmid. Cairo: Dar
al-Ma arif.

Al-Is af fi Ahkam al-Awqaf. Burhan al-Din Ibrahim ibn Miisa al- Tarabulust
(d. 922 AH). Ed. Salah Abiu al- Haj. Amman: Dar al-Farig, 1436 AH.
Al-Uns al-Jalil bi-Tarikh al-Quds wa-al-Khalil. Abd al-Rafman ibn Musammad
al- Alimz (d. 928 AH). Ed. 4dnan Nabatah. Amman: Maktabat Dandis.

Al-Bafar al-Mawrid fi al-Mawathig wa-al- Uhid. Abd al-Wahhab ibn
Apmad al-Sha rani (d. 973 AH). Ed. Musammad Adib al-Jadir. Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al- 1Imiyyah, 2003.

Taysir al-Magasid: Sharh Nazm al-Fawaid. Hasan ibn 4mmar al-
Shurunbulalr (d. 1069 AH). Jerusalem: Dar al-Hidayah lil-Abhath wa-al-
Dirasat, 1446 AH.

Jami “al-Fatawa. Qarq Amir al- Humaydri (d. 860 AH). Jerusalem: Dar al-
Hidayah lil-Ab hath wa-al-Dirasat, 1446 AH.

Al-Daris fi Tartkh al-Madaris. Abd al-Qadir ibn Muhammad al-Nu aymz
al-Dimashqgt (d. 927 AH). Ed. Ibrahim Shams al-Din. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al- 1lmiyyah, 1410 AH.

Radd al-Mu/tar ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar. \bn Abidin Muhammad Amin ibn
Umar ibn Abd al- 4ziz al-Dimashqi (d. 1252 AH). Beirut: Dar al-Fikr,
1412 AH.

Al-Risalah al-Qushayriyyah. Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin al-Qushayri (d.
465 AH). Ed. Abd al- Halim Mahmiid. Cairo: Dar al-Ma arif.

Awdah Rafi < Awdah. "Al-Sifiyyah fi Bilad al-Sham fi al- Asr al-Mamliiki:
Ahwaluhum Wa-Awgqafuhum wa- 4lagatuhum.” Majallat Adab Dhi Qar 21
(2017): 185-240.

Al-Fatawa al-Bazzaziyyah. Muhammad ibn Mu/sammad al-Bargini al-
Khwarizmi (d. 827 AH). Jerusalem: Dar al-Hidayah il-Bufith wa-al-
Dirasat, 1446 AH.

Al-Fatawa al-Khayriyyah li-Naf “al-Bariyyah. Khayr al-Din ibn Aamad al-
Ayyibr al- Alimi al-Ramii (d. 1081 AH). Jerusalem: Dar al-Hidayah lil-
Ab hath wa-al-Dirasat, 1446 AH.

Al-Qalaid al-Jawhariyyah fi Tarikh al-Salihiyyah. Muhammad ibn Tilian
al-Salihi (d. 953 AH). Ed. Muhsammad A/imad Da/man. 2nd ed. Damascus:
Majma “al-Lughah al- Arabiyyah, 1401 AH.

Al-Kafi fi al-Figh al-Hanafi. Wahbt Sulayman Ghawuji (d. 1434 AH).
Jerusalem: Dar al-Hidayah lil-Bufiith wa-al-Dirasat, 1446 AH.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Kanz al-Daqaiq. Abu al-Barakat Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Nasafi (d. 710
AH). Ed. Said Bakdash. Dar al-Basha ir al-Islamiyyah, 2011.

Lisan al-Hukkam fi Matifat al-Ahkam. Ahmad ibn Musammad Lisan al-Din
ibn al-Shi/snah al- Halabri (d. 882 AH). Cairo: al-Babi al- Halabi, 1393 AH.
Lisan al- Arab. Musammad ibn Mukarram Ibn Manzir (d. 711 AH). 3rd ed.
Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1411 AH.

Al-Mabsiit. Musiammad ibn Asmad Shams al-A immah al-Sarakhsi (d. 483
AH). Beirut: Dar al-Ma tifah, 1414 AH.

Al-Mustahall fi al-Tasawwuf al-Islami wa- Jurugih. Mu/sammad Husni al-
Sharif. Amman: Dar al-Iman, 1447 AH.

Mu jam Magayris al-Lughah. Abi al- Husayn Apmad ibn Faris (d. 395 AH).
Ed. Abd al-Salam Haran. 2nd ed. Egypt: Maktabat wa-Matba at Mustafa
al-Babri al- Halabt, 1392 AH.

Mu in al- Hukkam fima Yataraddad Bayna al-Khasmayn min al-Ahkam. Abiu al-
Hasan 4la’al-Din ibn Khalil al- Tarabulust (d. 844 AH). Beirut: Dar al-Fikr.
Al-Nugayah: Mukhtasar Wigayat al-Riwayah. Sadr al-Shariah Ubayd
Allah ibn Mas %d al-Mahbibr (d. 747 AH). Jerusalem: Dar al-Hidayah lil-
Bu hizth wa-al-Dirasat, 1446 AH.

Wigayat al-Riwayah fi Masail al-Hidayah. Burhan al-Shariah Mahmiid
ibn Aamad al-Mahbabt (d. 673 AH). Ed. Saulah Abu al-Haj. Amman:
Markaz Anwar al- Ulama’, 1446 AH.
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