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Yazid ibn Hatim Al-Muhallabi: A Shining Example of a Muslim Governor
An Analytical Study of his Civilizational Role in Egypt and Al-Maghrib
Dr. Abdul Rab Mohammed Saeed Al-Sanawi
Associate Professor of Islamic History and Civilization, Faculty of
Education, Zabid, University of Hodeidah, Yemen
alsanawi200@gmail.com

Date of Receiving the Research: 8/4/2026 Research Acceptance Date: 3/5/2026

Abstract:

This study focuses on defining the civilizational role undertaken by
Governor Yazid ibn Hatim Al-Muhallabi. Following the introduction, the
research is divided into several sections: it begins with an introduction to
the Muhallab family and to Yazid himself, including his early upbringing.
The research then examines Yazid's emergence as a distinguished leader
and governor among the Abbasid state's commanders in the Mashreq
(Eastern) regions. Subsequently, the study addresses his role and
achievements in Egypt, where he was appointed as governor by the
Abbasid Caliph. It then discusses his entry into the Maghreb and his
stabilization of its affairs which had been in a state of extreme chaos and
disorder, followed by his civilizational achievements in the Maghreb.

The research then shifts to addressing other aspects of this governor's
biography, including glimpses of his justice and exemplary conduct
toward his subjects, as well as his forbearance and noble character. The
study also provides references Yazid ibn Hatim's own knowledge, what
was said about him, and the praise he received. Furthermore, the research
examines his patronage of scholars and writers, and the flourishing of
cultural life during his era. The research concludes with a summary, or
what is known as a conclusion, presenting the most important findings of
the study.

Keywords: Yazid ibn Hatim, Al-Muhallabi, Al-Mahalibah in Egypt
and Al-Maghrib.
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Romanization of references
Sources:

1. Akhbar al-dawlah al-‘Abbasiyah, majhil, mu’allif (‘asha fi al-garn al-
thalith al-Hijr1): edited by Dr. Abdul Aziz al-Duri and Dr. Abdul Jabbar al-
Mutalibi, Dar al-Tali'ah for Printing and Publishing, Dar Sader Press (Beirut,
1971 CE)

2. Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-sahabah, Ibn Hajar al‘sqlani, Shihab al-Din Ahmad
ibn ‘Al (t852h / 1448m): edited by Adil Ahmad Abdul Mawjoud and Ali
Muhammad Muawwad, Dar al-Kutub al-1Imiyyah, 1st edition (Beirut, 1415 AH)

3. Al-Aghani, alasthani, Abu al-Faraj, ‘Alt ibn al-Husayn (d. 356 h/967 m):
edited by Ali Muhanna and Samir Jabir, Dar al-Fikr, 2nd edition (Beirut)

4. Al-Tkmal fi Raf* al-irtiyab ‘an al-Mu’talif walmkhtlf fi al-asma’ walkuna
wa-al-ansab, Ibn Makila, Abt Nasr ‘Alf ibn Hibat Allah ibn Ja‘far (d. 475 h/1082
m): Dar al-Kitab al-Islami, (Cairo, 1961-196 CE)

5. Al-Imamah wa-al-siyasah, Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, Abat Muhammad
‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim (t276h / 889m): Edited by Khalil al-Mansur, Dar al-
Kutub al-'llmiyyah, (Beirut, 1418 AH/1997 CE)

6. Al-Ansab, al-Sam‘ani, ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad ibn Mansir al-
Tamimi (t562h / 1167m): Commentary by 'Abd Allah 'Amr al-Barudi, Dar al-
Jinan, (Beirut, 1408 AH/1988 CE)

7. Al-Awa’il, Aba Hilal al‘skri, al-Hasan ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Sahl (t395h /
1004m): Dar al-Bashir, 1st ed., (Tanta, 1988 CE) 1408 AH)

8. Bahjat almajals w’uns almujals, Ibn ‘Abd albbar, Yasufibn ‘Abd albbar al-
NimrT al-Qurtubt (t463h / 1071m): edited by Muhammad Morsi al-Khouli, Dar
al-Kutub al-llmiyya, (Beirut, n.d.)

9. Al-Bayan al-Maghrib fi akhbar al-Andalus wa-al-Maghrib, Ibn ‘IdharT al-
Marrakushi, Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn mhmmad (kana hyan fi 712h / 1312m):
edited by J. S. Colin, E. Lévi-Provencal, Dar al-Thagafa, (Beirut, 1980)

10. Tarikh Ibn Yinus alsdfi, Ibn Yiinus, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn
Yinus alsdff (t347h / 958m): Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, 1st ed., Beirut, (1421
AH/2000 CE)

11. Tarikh Ifrigiyah wa-al-Maghrib, al-Raqiq al-Qayrawani, Abu Ishaq
Ibrahim (t b‘’d417h / 1026m): Edited by: Dr. Abdullah al-Ali al-Zaydan, and Dr.

12. Tarikh al-Islam wwfayat al-mashahir wa-al-a‘lam, edited by Dr. Bashar
Awad Maarouf, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1st edition, (Beirut, 1990)

13. Tarikh al-Rusul wa-al-mulik, al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir (t310h /
922m): edited by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, 4th edition, Dar al-Maaref,
(Cairo, 1979)

14. Tarikh al-Ya‘qubi, al-Ya‘qubi, Ahmad ibn Ab1 Ya‘qub (t284h / 897m):
Dar Sader, 6th edition, (Beirut, 1995)

15. Tarikh Madinat Dimashq, Ibn ‘Asakir, Abt al-Qasim ‘Ali ibn Hasan ibn
Hibat Allah (t571h / 1176m): edited by Ali Shiri, Dar al-Fikr, (Beirut, 1415
AH/1995)
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16. Takmilat al-Tkmal, Ibn Nugtah, mhmmad ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani ibn Abi Bakr
albghdadi (t629h / 1231m): Edited by: Dr.

17. Tahdhib al-kamal, almzi, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf (t742h /
1342m): edited by Dr. Bashar Awad Maarouf, al-Risalah Foundation, 4th edition,
(Beirut, 1406 AH/1985 CE)

18. Althgah, Ibn Hibban, Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abt Hatim al-Tamimi albsti
(t354h / 965m): edited by Sayyid Sharaf al-Din Ahmad, Dar al-Fikr, 1st edition,
(Beirut, 1395 AH/1975 CE)

19. Al-Jarh wa-al-ta‘dil, al-Razi, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Idris
ibn al-Mundhir altmymi (t327h / 938m): Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, a copy of
the edition published by the Council of the Ottoman Encyclopedia - Hyderabad,
Deccan - India, 1st edition, (Beirut, 1410 AH/1989 CE) 1271 AH/1952 CE)

20. Jamharat ansab al-‘Arab, Ibn Hazm, ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Sa‘id (t 456h /
1063m): edited by Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun, Dar al-Maaref, 5th edition,
(Cairo, 1982 CE)

21. Al-Hillah al-siyara’, Ibn al’bbar, Abi ‘Abd Allah mhmmad alqda‘T alblnst
(t 658h / 1260m): edited by Dr. Hussein Mu’nis, Arab Company for Printing and
Publishing, (Cairo, 1963 CE)

22. Khizanat al-adab wa-lubb Lubab Lisan al-‘Arab, albghdadi, Abd al-Qadir
ibn ‘Umar (t 1093h / 1682m): edited by Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun,
Maktabat al-Khanji, 4th edition, (Cairo, 1418 AH/1997 CE)

23. Al-Khulasah al-naqiyah fi Umara’ Ifriqiyah, al-Baji al-Mas‘adi,
Muhammad al-Baji ibn Abi Bakr al-Mas‘adi albkri (t1297h / 1880m): Edited by
Dr. Muhammad Zaynham Azab, Dar al-Afaq al-Arabiyya, (Cairo, 1434 AH/2013
CE)

24. Rabi‘ al-abrar wa-nusts al-akhbar, alzmkhshri, Aba al-Qasim Muhammad
ibn ‘Umar (t583h / 1144m): Edited by Abd al-Amir Muhanna, Al-A'lami
Foundation for Publications, 1st ed., (Beirut, 1412 AH/1992 CE)

25. Raf* al’sr ‘an Qudah Misr, Edited by Dr. Ali Muhammad Umar, Maktabat
al-Khaniji, 1st ed., (Cairo, 1418 AH/1998 CE)

26. Riyad al-nufus, al-Maliki, Aba Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad (t
b‘d453h/ 1061m): Edited by Bashir al-Bakoush, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 2nd ed.,
(Beirut, 1414 AH/1994 CE)

27. Siyar A‘lam al-nubala’, al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah
mhmmad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman ibn qaymaz (t748h / 1347m): Edited by
Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut, Al-Risalah Foundation, 9th edition, (Beirut, 1413 AH).

28. Shadharat al-dhahab fi Akhbar min dhahab, Ibn al-‘Imad, Shihab al-Din
‘bdalhy ibn Abhmad ibn mhmmad al-°Akari (t1089h / 1678m): Edited by Abd al-
Qadir al-Arna'ut and Mahmud al-Arna'ut, Dar Ibn Kathir, 1st edition, (Damascus,
1413 AH/1992 CE).

29. Al-Tabagat al-Kubra, Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad Ibn Sa‘d (t230h / 844m):
Edited by Dr. Ihsan Abbas, Dar Sader, (Beirut, 1968 CE).
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30. Tabagat ‘ulama’ Ifrigiyah, Abt al-‘Arab, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Tamim (t333h / 945m): Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani, (Beirut, n.d.). (t)

31. Al‘ibar wa-diwan al-mubtada’ wa-al-khabar fi Tarikh al-‘Arab wa-al-
Barbar wa-man ‘asarahum min dhawi al-sha’n al-akbar, Ibn Khaldiin, ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Hadramf al-Ishbili (t808h / 1405m): edited by Khalil
Shahada, Dar al-Fikr, 2nd edition, (Beirut, 1408 AH/1988 CE)

32. Al-‘Iqd al-farid, Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad
al’ndls1 (t328h / 939m): edited by Dr. Mufid Muhammad Qumayha, Dar al-Kutub
al-"llmiyya, 1st edition, (Beirut, 1404 AH)

33. Fattah al-buldan, al-Baladhuri, Abii al- Abbas Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Jabir
(t279h / 892m): Dar wa Maktabat al-Hilal, (Beirut, 1988 CE)

34. Fattiih Misr wa-akhbaruha, Ibn ‘Abd al-hukm, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Abd
Allah (257h / 870m): Maktabat Madbouli 2nd ed., (Cairo, 1419 AH/1999 CE)

35. Al-Kamil fi al-tarikh, Ibn al-Athir, Abt al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ab1 al-karam
mhmmad ibn mhmmad al-Shaybani al-Jazari (t630h / 1230m): edited by Dr. Abd
al-Salam Tadmuri, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, (Beirut, 2012 CE)

36. Kitab almhbr-rwayh Abi Sa‘id al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn alsskryy-, Ibn
Habib, Abt Ja‘far mhmmad ibn Habib ibn Umayyah albghdadi (t245h / 859m):
corrected by Dr. Else Lichtenstatter, Dar al-Afaq al-Jadida Publications, (Beirut,
n.d.)

37. Kitab al-Wafi balwafayat, alsfdi, Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aybak (t764h /
1362m): edited by Ahmad al-Arna'ut and Turki Mustafa, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-
Arabi, 1st ed., (Beirut, n.d.) 1420 AH/2000 CE)

38. Kitab al-wulah wa-kuttab al-Qudah, al-Kindi, Abl ‘Umar Muhammad ibn
Yisuf (t350h / 961m): Jesuit Fathers Press, (Beirut, 1908 CE)

39. Al-Lubab fi Tahdhib al-ansab (The Essence of Refining Genealogies), Dar
Sader, (Beirut, 1400 AH/1980 CE)

40. Mir’at al-Zaman fi tawarikh al-a‘yan, Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi, Shams al-Din Abi
al-Muzaffar Yasuf ibn qiz’tghly ibn ‘Abd Allah (t654h / 1256m): Edited and
annotated by: [At the beginning of each part is a detailed list of the names of its
editors] Dar al-Risalah al-Alamiyyah, 1st edition, (Damascus, 1434 AH/2013
CE)

41. Al-Masalik wa-al-mamalik, al-Bakri, Abt ‘Ubayd ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd
al-*Aziz (t487h / 1094m): Edited by: Dr. Jamal Talbah, Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyyah,
1st edition, (Beirut, 1424 AH/2002 CE)

42. Ma‘alim al-Tman f1 ma‘rifat ahl al-Qayrawan, alddbagh, ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn mhmmad ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd allhh al’nsari al’sydi (t696h / 1296m): edited by
Abd al-Majid al-Khayali, Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, 1st edition, (Beirut, 1426 AH)

43. Mu‘jam al-buldan, Yaqut al-Hamaw1, Shihab al-Din abw‘bdallh ibn Allah
(t626h / 1228m): Dar Sader, (Beirut, 1977 CE)

44. Al-Maghrib f1 tartib al-Mu‘arrab, almtrrizi, Aba al-Fath Nasir al-Din ibn
‘Abd al-Sayyid ibn ‘Alf (t610h / 1213m): edited by Mahmud Fakhoury and Abd
al-Hamid Mukhtar, Usama ibn Zayd Library, 1st edition, (Aleppo, 1979 CE)
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45. Al-Muqaffa al-kabir, almqryzi, Ahmad ibn ‘Alf ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir (t845h
/ 1441m): edited by: Muhammad al-Ya'lawi, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1st ed.,
(Beirut, 1411 AH/1991 CE)

46. Al-Muntazim fi Tarikh al-Umam wa-al-mulik, Ibn al-Jawzi, Abu al-Faraj
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (t 597h / 1200m): edited by
Muhammad Abd al-Qadir Atta and Mustafa Abd al-Qadir Atta, Dar al-Kutub al-
limiyya, (Beirut, 1412 AH/1992 CE)

47. Al-Mawa‘iz wa-al-i‘tibar bi-dhikr al-Khitat wa-al-athar (Sermons and
Lessons from the History of Plans and Monuments), Dar al-Kutub al-l1Imiyya, 1st
ed., (Beirut, 1418 AH)

48. Al-Nujim al-Zahirah fi muliik Misr wa-al-Qahirah, Abh al-Mahasin,
Jamal al-Din Ysuf ibn tghry Bardi al’tabki (t874h / 1469m): Ministry of Culture
and National Guidance, photocopied copy from Dar al-Kutub, (Cairo)

49. Wafayat al-a‘yan, Ibn Khallikan, Aba al- Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn
Muhammad (t681h / 1282m): edited by lhsan Abbas Dar al-Thagafa, (Beirut
1986)

The reviewer

50. Athar al-qaba’il al-* Arabiyah fi al-hayah al-Maghribiyah mundhu al-Fath
al-‘Arabi ila suqut al-Duwal al-Mustagillah (23-296h / 643-909m), Mustafa Aba
Dayf Ahmad (al-Duktiir.): Moroccan Publishing House, 1st ed., (Casablanca,
1986 CE)

51. Al-A‘lam, alzzirkli, Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmid ibn mhmmad aldmshqi
(t1396h / 1976m): Dar al-1im lil-Malayin, 15th ed., (Beirut, 2002 CE)

52. Al al-Muhallab al-‘Umaniyiin fi al-Mashriq al-Islami mundhu zuhir al-
Islam wa-hattd giyam al-dawlah al-‘Abbasiyah dirasah wtha’qyt’, ‘Abd al-
Mun‘im ‘Abd al-Hamid Sultan (al-Duktar): Modern University Office,
(Alexandria, 2010 CE)

53. Tarikh al-adab al-*Arabi (al-juz’ al-Thani), Farrtikh, ‘Umar: Dar al-l1Im lil-
Malayin, 4th ed., (Beirut, 1981 CE)

54. Tarikh al-Maghrib al-‘Arabi (al-juz’ al-Awwal), ‘Abd al-Hamid, Sa‘d
Zaghlil (al-Duktir): Al-Maaref Establishment, (Alexandria, 1993)

55. Tarikh al-nuqid al-Maghribiyah ila qiyam al-dawlah al-Fatimiyah, Tahir
Raghib Husayn (al-Duktir): First Edition, (Cairo, 1415 AH/1994)

56. Tarikh Shamal Ifrigiya mundhu al-Fath al-Islami ila nihayat al-dawlah al-
Aghlabiyah, alth‘albi, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz: Edited by: Dr. Ahmed bin Milad and
Muhammad Idris, Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami, 2nd Edition, (Beirut, 1410 AH/1990)

57. Tarikh Qudah al-Qayrawan min ladan al-Fath (80h) ila al-an (1352h) — al-
juz’ al-Awwal, al-Jadi, Muhammad ibn Salih ibn Qasim altmymi alqyrwani
(t1943m): Dar Kirans for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 2nd Edition,
(Tunis, 2014)

58. Tuhfat al-a‘yan bi-sirat ahl ‘uman, alsalmi, al-Shaykh Nar al-Din ‘Abd
Allah ibn Hamid (t1332h / 1913m): Al-Istigamah Library, (Muscat, 1997 CE -
according to Dar al-Mugtabas)
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59. Al-Khilafah al-Fatimiyah bi-al-Maghrib, aldshrawy Farahat: translated by
Hammadi Al-Sahili, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1st ed., (Beirut, 1994 CE)

60. Masajid al-Qayrawan, Najwa ‘Uthman (al-Duktarah): Dar Akrama, 1st
ed., (Damascus, 2000 CE)

61. Ma‘alim Tarikh al-Maghrib wa-al-Andalus, Mu’nis, Husayn (al-Duktar):
Dar al-Rashad, 5th ed., (Cairo, 1421 AH/2000 CE)

62. Al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufrah, al-*Abbud, Nafi‘ Tawfiq (al-Duktir): Dar al-
Shu'un al-Thagafiyya al-'Amma, (Baghdad, 1988 CE) University Theses and
Dissertations:

University Theses and Dissertations:

63. Shi‘r al-Mahalibah fi al‘sr al-‘Abbasi hattd nihayat q3h, al-Mumini,
Hamzah Dayf Allah: Master's Thesis - Department of Arabic Language - Al al-
Bayt University, (Mafrag, Jordan, 2008)

64. Al-Maskikat al-Islamiyah fi bilad al-Maghrib al-Adna khilal ‘ahday al-
Aghalibah wa-al-Fatimiyin, sbryh ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al-Tawati kazwz: Master's
Thesis in Islamic History submitted to the Department of History - Faculty of
Arts - University of Zawiya, Libya, Academic Year (2020-2021).

65. almaskukat almaghribiat min alfath alaslamii alaa suqut dawlat bani
hamad, salih bin qurbata: PhD Dissertation - University of Algiers - Institute of
Social Sciences, (Academic Year 1982-1983)

Journals and Periodicals:

66. hwl tasys mdynt alebasyt b'iifrygyt, Abdelhamid Fenina: Tunisian Journal
of Social Sciences - Tunis, Vol. 44, No. 134, (Tunis, 2007)

67. aldawr alhadariu lilmuhalabat fi bilad almaghribi, Nasser bin Ali bin
Salem: Al-Khalil Journal for Linguistic and Literary Studies, University of Nizwa
- Al-Khalil bin Ahmed Al-Farahidi Center for Arabic and Humanistic Studies,
Vol. 4, No. 7, (Muscat, 2019)

68. qudat shshaebanywn fi bilad almaghrib wal'andalus tarykh hafl bialeata'i",
Al-Sanawi, Abdulrab (Dr.) Journal of Historical Studies - published by Bayt al-
Hikma - Baghdad, Issue 46 - for the year (1439 AH/2018 AD).
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