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Abstract:

Analogy (Qiyas) constitutes the fourth source of Islamic legislation
and remains one of the most intricate and debated subjects within the
principles of jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh). This study aims to elucidate
the "Analogy of Resemblance” (Qiyas al-Shabah), a concept
characterized by a subsidiary case (Far”) oscillating between two or more
original precedents (Asl) due to an underlying resemblance, albeit without
a clearly disciplined or manifest effective cause (’Illah). To achieve this,
the research employs an inductive methodology by tracing the classical
texts of legal theorists and jurists, an analytical approach to scrutinize
definitions and their critiques, and a comparative framework to weigh
between the jurisprudential schools of thought.

The research has yielded several significant findings, most notably that
Qiyas al-Shabah occupies an intermediate position; it transcends the
"Coincidental Description” (Al-Wasf al-Tardi) which lacks substantive
legal meaning, yet it does not attain the certainty of "Analogy of Cause"
(Qiyas al-’Illah) regarding its direct suitability to the ruling. Furthermore,
the essence of this analogy lies in being a description that merely suggests
suitability (Muwhim al-Munasabah) without definitive verification, or
alternatively, a description suitable to the cause of the ruling rather than
the ruling itself. The study also concludes that defining Shabah as the
"preponderance of similarities"—where a branch fluctuates between two
origins—Ilacks precision, as it fails to encompass all manifestations of
similarity and often overlaps the boundaries of Qiyas al-’Illah.

The study concludes with a series of recommendations, emphasizing
the necessity of refining jurisprudential terminology related to "Imagined
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Interest” (Al-Maslahah al-Mutawahhamah) to strictly delineate the
boundaries of similarity-based analogy and prevent its conflation with
other legal constructs. Moreover, the study calls for the active utilization
of Qiyas al-Shabah in deducing rulings for contemporary unprecedented
issues (Nawazil) whose characteristics are suspended between multiple
Sharia foundations. This application must, however, strictly adhere to the
established criteria that distinguish it from mere coincidental correlation,
ensuring the integrity of the legal deduction process.

Keywords: Analogy (Qiyas), Analogy of Resemblance (Qiyas al-
Shabah), Analogy of Cause (Qiyas al-’Illah), Sources of Legislation, Legal
Theorists (Usuliyyun), Principles of Jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh).
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Romanization of references

1. Al-lbhaj fi Sharh al-Minhaj (A commentary on Minhaj al-Wusul ila 'lim al-
Usul by Qadi al-Baydawi, who died in 685 AH) by Taqi al-Din and Taj al-Din
al-Subki, Shaykh al-1slam Ali ibn Abd al-Kafi al-Subki (d. 756 AH) and his son
Taj al-Din Abd al-Wahhab ibn Ali al-Subki (d. 771 AH). Note: Taqi al-Din al-
Subki explained a small portion of the beginning of Minhaj, then abandoned it,
and his son Taj al-Din completed it, starting from al-Baydawi's statement:
"Fourth: The absolute obligation of something necessitates the obligation of that
without which it cannot be accomplished and which is within one's power." Study
and verification by: Dr. Ahmad Jamal al-Zamzami - Dr. Nur al-Din Abd al-
Jabbar Saghiri. Original verification: Doctoral dissertation - Umm al-Qura
University, Makkah al-Mukarramah, Dar al-Buhuth for Islamic Studies and
Heritage Revival, First Edition, 1424 AH - 2004 CE, Number of volumes: 7.

2. Al-lhkam fi Usul al-Ahkam (The Decisive Word on the Principles of
Rulings), by al-Amidi, Sayf al-Din, Abu al-Hasan, Ali ibn Muhammad [d. 631
AH], commented on by Abd al-Razzaq Afifi [d. 1415 AH], corrected by Abdullah
ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn Ghudayyan [d. 1431 AH] and Ali al-Hamd al-Salihi [d.
1415 AH], published by Mu'assasat al-Nur in Riyadh, 1387 AH. It was later
reprinted by al-Maktab al-Islami (Damascus - Beirut), second edition, 1402 AH
(photocopying). Number of volumes: 4.

3. Al-Bahr al-Muhit fi Usul al-Figh (The Vast Ocean in the Principles of
Jurisprudence), by al-Zarkashi, Abu Abdullah Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn
Abdullah ibn Bahadur (d. 794 AH), published by Dar al-Kutubi, first edition,
1414 AH - 1994 CE. Number of volumes: 8.

4. Al-Burhan fi Usul al-Figh (The Proof in the Principles of Jurisprudence),
by al-Juwayni, Abu al-Ma'ali Rukn al-Din 'Abd al-Malik ibn 'Abd Allah ibn Yusuf
ibn Muhammad al-Juwayni, known as Imam al-Haramayn (d. 478 AH), edited by
Salah ibn Muhammad ibn 'Uwaydah, Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyyah, Beirut,
Lebanon, first edition, 1418 AH - 1997 CE, 2 volumes.

5. Hashiyat al-'Attar 'ala Sharh al-Jalal al-Mahalli ‘ala Jam' al-Jawami' (The
Commentary of al-'Attar on the Explanation of al-Jalal al-Mahalli on Jam' al-
Jawami"), by al-'Attar, Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud al-'Attar al-Shafi'i (d.
1250 AH), published by Dar al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah, no edition or date, 2 volumes.

6. Al-Risalah (The Treatise), by al-Shafi'i, Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i
(150 AH - 204 AH), edited and annotated by Ahmad Muhammad Shakir (based
on an original manuscript in the handwriting of al-Rabi' ibn Sulayman, written
during al-Shafi'i's lifetime), first edition, 1357 AH - 1938 CE, published by
Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi & Sons, Egypt.

7. Rawdat al-Nadhir wa Jannat al-Manadhir - On the Principles of Islamic
Jurisprudence According to the School of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal - by Ibn
Qudamah al-Maqdisi, Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Qudamah al-
Maqdisi, edited and annotated by Muhammad al-Amin al-Shingiti, Dar Ibn al-
Jawzi, Cairo, First Edition, 1438 AH / 2017 CE.
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8. Sharh al-Waragat fi Usul al-Figh (Explanation of al-Waragat on the
Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence), by Jalal al-Din al-Mahalli, Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Mahalli al-Shafi'i (d. 864 AH),
introduced, edited, and annotated by Dr. Husam al-Din ibn Musa Afana,
typesetting and layout by Hudhayfah ibn Husam al-Din Afana, Al-Quds
University, Palestine, First Edition, 1420 AH /1999 CE, 249 pages.

9. Sharh Mukhtasar al-Rawdah (Explanation of the Abridged Rawdah), by al-
Tufi, Najm al-Din Abu al-Rabi' Sulayman ibn Abd al-Qawi ibn Abd al-Karim ibn
Sa'id al-Tufi (d. 716 AH), edited by Dr. Abdullah ibn al-Muhsin al-Turki, Al-
Risalah Foundation, Damascus, First Edition, 1435 AH/2014 CE.

10. Qawati' al-Adillah fi al-Usul (The Decisive Proofs in the Principles of
Jurisprudence), by al-Sam'ani, Abu al-Muzaffar Mansur ibn Muhammad ibn Abd
al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad al-Marwazi al-Sam'ani al-Tamimi al-Hanafi, then al-
Shafi'i (d. 489 AH), edited by Muhammad Hasan Muhammad Hasan Isma'il al-
Shafi'i, published by Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon, First Edition,
1418 AH/1999 CE, 2 volumes.

11. Kitab al-Talkhis fi Usul al-Figh (The Book of Summary in the Principles
of Jurisprudence), by al-Juwayni, edited by Abdullah Jawlam al-Nabali and
Bashir Ahmad al-'Umari, Dar al-Basha'ir al-Islamiyyah, Beirut, [year of
publication missing], 3 volumes.

12. Al-Mahsul, by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Umar
ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn al-Taymi al-Razi, known as Khatib al-Rayy (d. 606
AH), edited and annotated by Dr. Taha Jabir Fayyad al-Alwani, Al-Risalah
Foundation, third edition, 1418 AH - 1997 CE.

13. Al-Mustasfa min Ilm al-Usul, by al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Tusi (d. 505 AH), edited and
annotated by Dr. Sulayman al-Ashgar, Dar Risalah, Beirut, first edition, 1446
AH, 2024 CE.

14. Mu'jam Magayis al-Lughah, by Ibn Faris, Abu al-Husayn Ahmad ibn
Faris ibn Zakariya (d. 295 AH), edited and annotated by Abd al-Salam
Muhammad Harun, Dar al-Jil, Beirut.

15. Nihayat al-Wusul fi Dirayat al-Usul, by Safi al-Din al-Hindi, Muhammad
ibn Abd al-Rahim al-Armawi al-Hindi (d. 715 AH), edited by Dr. Saleh bin
Sulaiman Al-Yousef - Dr. Saad bin Salem Al-Suwaih, Original Research: Two
doctoral dissertations at Imam University in Riyadh, Publisher: Al-Maktabah Al-
Tijariyyah in Makkah Al-Mukarramah, Edition: First, 1416 AH - 1996 CE.

16. Al-Wadih fi Usul Al-Figh (The Clear Explanation of the Principles of
Jurisprudence), Ibn Aqil, Abu Al-Wafa, Ali bin Agil bin Muhammad bin Aqil Al-
Baghdadi Al-Zafari (d. 513 AH), Edited by: Dr. Abdullah bin Abdul-Muhsin Al-
Turki,Publisher: Al-Risalah Foundation for Printing, Publishing and
Distribution, Beirut - Lebanon, Edition: First, 1420 AH - 1999 CE.
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17. Al-Waraqgat (The Papers), Al-Juwayni, Abu Al-Ma'ali Abdul-Malik bin
Abdullah bin Yusuf bin Muhammad Al-Juwayni, Rukn Al-Din, known as Imam
Al-Haramayn (d. 478 AH), Edited by: Dr. Abdul-Latif Muhammad Al-Abd.
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